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In the middle of the second week of General Confer-
ence, at a daily morning prayer service of the Virginia delegation,
Pete Geoffrion, clergy in the Charlottesville district and Spiritual Direc-
tor at General Conference, asked some of the delegates, “How is it 
with your soul today?”

I don’t know about my readers’ knowledge of hymnal history but 
the song “It Is Well with My Soul” is about a trial of the spirit and the 
giving in to God whether in peace or trials. 

Horatio Spafford was a Presbyterian layman from Chicago. After 
the family experienced financial misfortune and the death of a son, 
Spafford planned a trip to Europe for his wife and four daughters. But 
with some last minute business matters arising, Spafford sent his 
family ahead and he was to follow behind in a few days. 

But during the family's voyage, the ship carrying Spafford’s wife 
and daughters was struck by another vessel and sank. Days later the 
survivors made their way to Cardiff, Wales. The lone survivor from the 
Spafford family was Horatio’s wife. She cabled back to her husband, 
"Saved alone." 

Spafford wrote this hymn on his voyage across to England in the 
spot where the ship carrying his family was believed to have sunk 
(Discipleship Ministries). 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Having made it through General Conference and being there first 
hand, I found myself thinking often about this hymn. 

It was written from a place of loss yet gain. 
There is still division within our church after General Conference 

especially with the human sexuality debate. On both sides there is 
a feeling of hurt: a hurt from being shunned in the past or the hurt 
from being cut from the future of the church. 

But it is about learning to wade into the midst of the division and 
waiting with assurance for God moments. 

Is this where God needs us to be? Do we need to be this broken, 
angry and hurt in order to find the way out without acting upon that 
which we think is best? 

In the middle of the debris, can’t we find that IT is still well with 
our souls?

Until our next issue, 

Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS

https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaAdvocate
www.vaumc.org
mailto:advocate@vaumc.org
http://www.vaumc.org/AdvocateSubscribe
http://www.vaumc.org/AdvocateSubscribe


VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 2016 3

The Virginia Advocate Staff 
Linda S. Rhodes | Virginia Conference Director of Communications
Madeline Pillow | Editor
Cathryn Huff | Graphic Designer
Pam Culler | Administrative Secretary
Board of Directors of Virginia United Methodist Communications, Inc.: Keri Marston, chair. The Virginia United 
Methodist Advocate uses the services of United Methodist Communications and United Methodist News Ser-
vice. The reporting of news regarding any person or event, or the placement of any advertisement within these 
pages, does not constitute endorsement by the Virginia Advocate or any entity of The United Methodist Church.  
Opinions of writers are solely those of the authors and not necessarily those of this publication.

SPECIAL SECTION
11-21 Appointments

FEATURE
24-35 General Conference 2016

NEWS
6 New campaign begins for Feb. 24 tornado recovery

36 Preparing for a new pastor at your church

SECTIONS

4-5 Letters & Commentary

6-7 Virginia News

8-9 Events

22 Local Church News

36-37 Equipping for Ministry

38-39 Living the Word

40-41 Clergy & Diaconal

42 From the Bishop

43 One Last Word

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Scan this code to go to the 
conference website: 

www.vaumc.org

Correction: On pg. 18 of the June Advocate, the term "non-Anglican" should be "non-Anglo."

Cover: Liturgical altar display at General Conference. Photo by Meredith McNabb.
Above: Virginia delegates to General Conference 2016 pose for a photo prior to the opening worship 
service May 10.

www.vaumc.org


VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 20164

LETTERS

Letters to the Editor are printed on a 
space-available basis. Letters may be 
e-mailed to MadelinePillow@vaumc.org 
by the first of the month.

In response to 
General  
Conference 2016

To solve a problem we 
should first properly 

define the problem. If our 
denomination thinks that 
rewriting the section of 
the Book of Discipline that 
deals with human sexual-
ity will solve our problem 
then they have improperly 
defined the problem and 
thereby have no chance of 
solving it.

The following is a quote 
from “Practical Religion” 
by J.C Ryle:  

“Does a man read or 
travel much? He will soon 
find the most opposite 
opinions prevailing among 
those who are called 
Christians. He will discover 
that different persons give 
the most different answers 
to the question, 'What 
shall I do to be saved?' The 
Roman Catholic and the 
Protestant, the Neologian 

and the Tracterian, the Mor-
monite and the Sweden-
borgian—each and all will 
assert that he alone has the 
truth. Each and all will tell 
him that safety is only to 
be found in his company. 
Each and all will say, 'Come 
with us.' All this is puzzling. 
What shall a man do?

Does he settle down 
quietly in some English or 
Scotch parish? He will find 
that even in our own land 
the most conflicting views 
are held. He will soon dis-
cover that there are serious 
differences among Chris-
tians as to the comparative 
importance of the various 
parts and articles of faith. 
One man thinks of nothing 
but church government, an-
other of nothing but sacra-
ments, services and forms, 
a third of nothing but 
preaching the Gospel. Does 
he apply to ministers for a 
solution? He will perhaps 
find one minister teaching 
one doctrine, and another 

another. All this is puzzling. 
What shall a man do?

There is only one 
answer to this question. 
A man must make the 
Bible alone his rule. He 
must receive nothing and 
believe nothing, which is 
not according to the Word.  
He must try all religious 
teaching by one simple 
test. Does it square with 
the Bible? What saith the 
Scriptures?”

If the Book of Discipline 
cannot square with the 
Bible then it will not pass 
the test and it will only 
make our problem greater. 
I will never knowingly 
compromise the Word of 
Truth. I understand that our 
church is split, and it breaks 
my heart, but with me this 
rule is it and there is noth-
ing else to discuss.

– Allan Murphy, pastor of  
New Hope and Southall, 

Farmville District

mailto:MadelinePillow@vaumc.org
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COMMENTARY
Concern for  
Africa University 
apportionment
 

I am concerned about 
the fact that the Virginia 

Conference does not fully 
support its apportionment 
for the Africa University 
(AU) in Zimbabwe. Seven 
other conferences in the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction 
do pay their complete ap-
portionments.  

When I was director 
of Volunteers in Mission 
(VIM) of the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction in Atlanta from 
1995 to 1999, I became 
very involved in the mission 
of that university. My pre-
decessor, Tom Curtis, told 
this story: 

When The United Meth-
odist Church attempted 
to start that university, we 
asked the government of 
Zimbabwe for a charter. 
Their response was to ask, 
“What’s a charter?” And so 
nothing happened. 

Placed on property that 
was previously an agricul-
tural school, the campus 
was in need of repair. The 
university president asked 
Tom to send some VIM 
teams to do these neces-
sary updates so that the 
university classes could 
begin. When the Zimbabwe 
government saw this, they 
said, “These United Meth-
odists are serious about 
starting a university. Let’s 
give them a charter.” With 
that, construction began 

for the university. 
When I arrived at the 

UMVIM office in Atlanta, 
I discovered that a part of 
our job was to coordinate 
mission teams from all over 
the USA to go to Zimbabwe 
and build faculty homes on 
campus. In December of 
that year, I went to Zimba-
bwe to visit the university 
and see the finished homes, 
so that I could share more 
information about them 
and help to recruit teams. 
I was there for one of the 
first graduations at AU.

One reason this univer-
sity is so important is that 
it trains the students to 
remain in Africa and make 
significant contributions to 
their own countries on the 
continent. 

Often when Africans 

come to the United States 
to study, they are offered 
jobs here, thereby taking 
away the benefits from 
their possible contributions 
back to Africa. 

I would like to encour-
age all local churches in 
the Virginia Conference to 
make every effort to pay 
their complete amount 

apportioned for Africa 
University.

– Walter A. Whitehurst, retired 
clergy member of the Virginia 

Conference

The Africa University Choir sings at General Conference 2016. 
Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.



VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 20166

The United Methodist connection in  
VIRGINIA

Forrest White, Virginia 
Conference Disaster 
Recovery manager 

and UMVIM coordinator, 
reported that the Com-
monwealth of Virginia’s 
second and final appeal for 
federal aid to help with the 
Feb. 24 tornado outbreaks 
was denied by FEMA. 

“We really need the 
churches around the con-
ference to step up since 
Federal aid isn’t coming,” 
White said. 

New campaign for 
Feb. 24 tornado 

recovery offered to 
Virginia churches

More than 400 homes 
were either destroyed 
by the storms or in need 
of major repair from the 
storms. With a quarter 
of these homes either 
uninsured or underinsured, 
leaving homeowners with-
out the insurance neces-
sary to cover the cost of 
rebuilding, the Virginia Con-
ference needs an excess 
of $2 million for long-term 
recovery. 

“We must approach 
our fundraising effort with 
passionate determination, 
both to fund the current 
recovery and to build a 
reserve for the aftermath 
of storms that will surely 
come our way in the fu-
ture,” White said. 

A new approach for 

long-term recovery for 
church participation is the 
“Wall of Giving, Walls for 
Living” campaign. 

For interested churches, 
congregations will be 
educated by either church 
leaders or Disaster Recov-
ery staff about the long-
term recovery process, and 
members will be invited to 
prayerfully consider mak-
ing a donation. 

“Wall of Giving, 
Walls for Living” 
campaign 

During a worship ser-
vice, participating churches 
will unveil their Wall of Giv-
ing and place it in a high-
traffic area of the building. 
On this wall will be 200 
envelopes numbered from 
one to 200. Individuals 
or families may select an 
envelope and place the 
amount inside that coin-
cides with its envelope 
number (i.e., if you select 
envelope 100, you place 
$100 inside). 

When all 200 envelopes 
are returned, the church 
will have raised $20,100 
for long-term recovery. 
Through this effort, chil-
dren, youths, adults and 
families can participate 
without anyone giving 
more than $200. 

White is able to speak 
to any churches interested 
in long-term recovery and 
to help churches get set up 
for this campaign. 

Churches around 
Virginia are already plan-
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The United Methodist connection in  
VIRGINIA

ning to take part, including 
Culpeper UMC. For retired 
minister, Art Fellows, a 
member of Culpeper UMC, 
the church has been very 
involved in disaster work 
for many years including 
deploying an Emergency 
Response Team to Tappah-
annock, one of the sites of 
the Feb. 24 storms. 

“Because of the 
church’s awareness when 
the suggestion of the ‘wall’ 
came to the Missions Com-
mittee, it was unanimous 
that we get involved, and 
a wall of 50 envelopes will 
be introduced to the con-
gregation after the team 
returns from the VIM trip,” 
said Fellows. 

This is the first time 
since 2003 that the confer-
ence has been engaged in 
long-term recovery ministry 
in the aftermath of a natural 
disaster. For more informa-
tion about the campaign, 
contact White at Virgin-
iaUMVIM@gmail.com.  

What if our church 
wants to participate, 
but we aren’t large 
enough to fill 200 
envelopes?

That’s not a problem. 
A wall with 100 envelopes 
would generate $5,050 if 
each one is returned; a 
wall with 50 envelopes 
would generate $1,275.

Every dollar helps a 
survivor take another step 
toward home!

What if our church 
wants to fill more 
than 200 envelopes?

That’s great, too! For ex-
ample, a completed cam-
paign with 250 envelopes 
would generate $31,375, 
while 300 envelopes would 
bring in $45,150. 

Bottom line: You can 
opt for whatever campaign 
size fits your congrega-
tion. The math formula to 
determine total amount 
raised for any number of 
envelopes is:

How long should our 
church’s campaign 
last?

That’s up to individual 
churches. Some might opt 
for a two-week turnaround, 
others might choose a 
month.

Where does our 
church send the 
money?

Money collected by the 
individual churches should 
be sent to the Virginia Con-
ference Disaster Response 
Advance Special #5037. 

Checks payable to 
“Virginia United Methodist 
Conference” are mailed to 
the Virginia Conference 
Treasurer, P.O. Box 5605, 
Glen Allen, VA 23058. 
Designate “Conference 
Advance #5037 – Disaster 
Response” on your check. 

Note: Please do not have 
individuals send their 
envelopes directly to the 
conference. It is important 
to return your donation to 
your church so the church 
may then send one check 
to the conference.

Wall of Giving, Walls for 
Living campaign FAQ

Disaster Recovery t-shirts 
are available to purchase 
in adult sizes small-2XL 
for $15 each. T-shirt sales 
will help fund the confer-
ence’s long-term disaster 
recovery ministry. Shirts 
are available in green or 
blue and will be for sale at 
Annual Conference. If you 
want them now, e-mail 
Forrest White at  
VirginiaUMVIM@gmail.com.

mailto:VirginiaUMVIM@gmail.com
mailto:VirginiaUMVIM@gmail.com
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July

Southeastern Jurisdictional  
Conference 
July 13-15, Lake Junaluska  
Conference and Retreat Center, 
Lake Junaluska 
The 2016 Conference theme is “Hope 
and Unity in Christ” based on Hebrews 
6:18-19a. The conference opens at 9 
a.m. on July 13 and concludes on July 
15 with the Service of Consecration 
for newly-elected episcopal leaders. 

UMVIM Team Leader Recertification
July 16, St. Matthias UMC, Freder-
icksburg 
Team Leader Recertification is required 
for all United Methodist Volunteers In 
Mission (UMVIM) team leaders who 
completed basic team leader training 
five years ago or longer. The focus of 
this training is to update leaders on 
Virginia Conference UMVIM policies and 
guidelines, to share best practices and to 
answer questions. Five participants are 
needed to offer this training. There is a 
$25 registration fee for each participant, 
payable when you register. This fee does 
not cover an optional team leader hand-
book, which will be available for pur-
chase ($20) at the training, or the new A 
Mission Journey book, which is available 
through Cokesbury. A meal will NOT be 
provided. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. For 
more information, contact Forrest White, 
Virginia Conference UMVIM coordinator, 
at (804) 938-1026 or VirginiaUMVIM@
gmail.com.To register, visit the confer-
ence website at www.vaumc.org under 
“Events” and the date.
 
UMVIM Team Leader Training
July 16, St. Matthias UMC, Freder-
icksburg
Team Leader Training is required for all 
first-time United Methodist Volunteers 

In Mission team leaders, but all inter-
ested persons are welcome to attend 
whether leading a team or not. The 
Virginia Conference offers sessions in 
different parts of the state. For more 
information, contact Forrest White, 
Virginia Conference UMVIM coordina-
tor, at (804) 938-1026 or  
VirginiaUMVIM@gmail.com.

Helping Hands for Children
July 21-22, Woodlake UMC,  
Chesterfield 
This two-day mission experience for 
children is offered to all member 
churches of the Virginia Confer-
ence. Rising 4th through 6th graders, 
parents and adult leaders can come 
and learn about mission opportunities 
and the importance of being a caring 
Christian. Cost is $36 per person. This 
includes t-shirt, meals, snacks and 
overnight stay. Complete registration 
form by June 24 on the conference 
website at www.vaumc.org under 
“Events” and the date. For more 
information, contact Beth Christian at 
BethChristian@vaumc.org. 

2 Days 2 Serve 
July 22-23, Randolph-Macon  
College, Ashland 
High School youths are beginning 
to think about their future and their 
vocational journey. What gifts has 
God given them? What are the needs 
of our hurting world? 2 Days 2 Serve 
is an event to help youths examine 
God's call—are they feeling called to 
be teachers, scientists, artists, pas-
tors, social workers, public servants or 
something entirely new and different? 
This event offers four hands-on expe-
riences requiring different skills and 
gifts. Each experience is followed by 
a time of reflection and discernment. 
This is an opportunity to stretch, to 
try new things and to learn a new way 

of listening for God's call. The cost is 
$20, which includes meals and one 
night lodging at R-MC. Sign up with 
The office of Clergy Excellence by e-
mailing kristenseibert@vaumc.org.  

2016 Sacred Music Summer 
Conference 
July 25-30, Virginia Wesleyan  
College, Norfolk
The Center for Sacred Music at Virgin-
ia Wesleyan College hosts the 2016 
Sacred Music Summer Conference July 
25-30. Some 45 workshop sessions 
led by 16 nationally-known clinicians 
will offer opportunities for clergy, mu-
sicians and worship leaders to expand 
their skills and be rejuvenated for 
greater service. The college’s Robert F. 
Boyd Institute for Clergy Training will 
offer two days of instruction led by Dr. 
Paul Galbreath and Dr. Marcia McFee 
with a discount for UM clergy. Other 
clinicians include Tim Sharp (choral 
artistry), John Behnke (handbells), Patti 
Drennan (volunteer choirs), Michael 
Kemp (the aging choir), Heather Olson 
(children’s choirs), Mellonee Burnim 
(African American spirituals and gos-
pel music), Craig Courtney (anthems 
for all choirs), Thomas Keesecker (cre-
ativity and healing), Charles Callahan 
(organ), Charlotte Brandt (pre-school 
music) and more. Evening events 
which are also open to the public 
include: 

A Service of Prayer using the 
music of Taizé, July 25, 7:30 p.m., 
Monumental Chapel-VWC

Are You Legal? Copyright for the 
Church Musician, July 26, 7:30 
p.m., Hofheimer Theater-VWC

“Sing to the Lord a New Song”
Festival worship with Dr. Paul 
Galbreath, preacher, and a massed 
handbell choir led by Dr. John 
Behnke and organist Jason Ev-

EVENTS

8

mailto:kristenseibert@vaumc.org
mailto:BethChristian@vaumc.org
http://www.vaumc.org/Events?cid=3&ceid=1409&cerid=0&cdt=6%2f22%2f2016
mailto:VirginiaUMVIM@gmail.com
mailto:VirginiaUMVIM@gmail.com
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ans with choirs from Community 
UMC, Virginia Beach; Great Bridge 
Presbyterian, Chesapeake;  Great 
Bridge UMC, Chesapeake; and 
Virginia Beach UMC, Virginia 
Beach.July 27, 7:30 p.m., Great 
Bridge Presbyterian, 333 Cedar Rd., 
Chesapeake.

“Let Heavenly Music Fill This 
Place” A hymn festival led by 
organist Dr. Charles Callahan. 
Co-sponsored by the American 
Organists Guild-Tidewater Chapter.
July 28, 7:30 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, 300 36th St., Virginia 
Beach.

“Finale:  Sing to the Lord with 
Cheerful Voice” A concert of 
sacred choral works featuring the 
90-voice Wesleyan Festival Chorus
under the direction of Dr. Timothy
Sharp, the Wesleyan Festival Brass,
and Dr. Stephen Cook, organist,
including a commemorative reflec-
tion on the occasion of the upcom-
ing 15th anniversary of September
11. July 30, 7:30 p.m., Christ & St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, 560 W.
Olney Rd, Norfolk.

For further details, or to request a 
conference brochure with registration 
form, email sbilly@vwc.edu or visit 
www.vwc.edu/csmsummer. 

Mission Encounter
July 29-31, Randolph Macon  
College, Ashland 
Mission Encounter is a coopera-
tive event sponsored by the Virginia 
Conference Missional Ministries Board 
(formerly Board of Global Ministries) 
and Virginia Conference United 
Methodist Women. This event offers a 
wonderful opportunity for your whole 
congregation to come alive to mission 
by participating in an exciting week-
end mission education experience. If 
you have ever wondered not just how 
we DO mission, but also where we are 
in mission and, most importantly, why 
we are called to live out missional 
lives as disciples of Jesus Christ, this 
is the event to attend. Open to clergy 
and laity, men and women, partici-
pants can choose one of three classes: 
Issue Study, Geographic Study of Latin 
America and Spiritual Growth Study. 
Register online at www.vaumc.org/
MissionEncounter. For more infor-
mation, contact Dennis Lipke, dean 
of the Mission Encounter committee, 
at dennislipke@vaumc.org or (804) 
262-8651.

5.45% APR* 
Fixed Rate 

A .50% Rate Reduction 
If Attending Seminary Or 

A Methodist Affiliated 
College 

www.vumcu.org 
804-672-0200      

Federally insured by NCUA 

*All VUMCU loans are subject to approval and 
credit restrictions apply. 

SnapLoan 
Educational Line of Credit 

The Virginia Conference Board of Communications voted 
to increase subscription rates for the Virginia United 
Methodist Advocate, the official monthly magazine of 

the Virginia Conference, effective Sept. 1. This will be the 
first rate increase in more than 16 years. 

A one-year subscription to the print version of the maga-
zine will increase from $15 to $20. A two-year subscription 
will go from $25 to $30. A three-year subscription will go 
from $36 to $40.

A one-year subscription to the online digital version of 
the magazine will remain $10, and multiple-year subscrip-

tions to the online version will be offered for the first time: 
two-year subscription will be $15, and a three-year subscrip-
tion will be $20.

To receive both print and digital versions of the maga-
zine for one year will cost $25, for two years will cost $35 
and for three years will cost $45.

Readers who want to lock in the current subscription rate 
for up to three years, should subscribe or renew prior to Sept. 
1. To subscribe to the Advocate – print, digital or both – call
(804) 521-1110 or 1-800-768-6040, ext. 110; e-mail Advo-
cate@vaumc.org; or go to www.vaumc.org/advocate.

Advocate subscription rates to increase Sept. 1

mailto:sbilly@vwc.edu
www.vwc.edu/csmsummer
www.vaumc.org/MissionEncounter
mailto:dennislipke@vaumc.org
www.vaumc.org/advocate
mailto:Advocate@vaumc.org
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Shenandoah University ad
The Advocate, July 2016

The new Shenandoah University 
Youth Theology Institute is designed 
to educate and inspire young Christians – high school 
sophomores, juniors and seniors – to become better 
leaders in their local congregations through deep 
and thought-provoking experiences. Each day at 
the institute includes academic study and religious 
reflection balanced with immersive experiences. 
Students will be exposed to different faith traditions 
and service opportunities in a mix of settings: 
Shenandoah University’s Winchester campus, its 
outdoor campus along the Shenandoah River and 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.

Contact Dean of Spiritual Life Justin Allen
at (540) 535-3546 or spirituallife@su.edu.

Visit www.su.edu/youththeology.

July 23 thru
Aug. 5, 2017Save the date!

SUBSCRIBE NOW 
before prices increase!

September 2014

$2$2

Re
vital

izing Children’s Minist
ry

The Virginia United Methodist

Go to www.vaumc.org/advocate  
or call the Advocate office at:  

1-800-768-6040, ext. 110 or (804) 521-1110.

www.vaumc.org/advocate
mailto:akporter@verizon.net
mailto:spirituallife@su.edu
www.su.edu/youththeology
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CLERGY
Appointments

The Virginia United Methodist 
Foundation will begin sharing 
its resources by awarding grant 

money, and is adding a second full-
time staff person.

Dr. Russell Busch, chair of the 
Board of Directors Grants Committee, 
and Dave Thompson, president of the 
Foundation, announced the formation 
of the grants initiative, approved by the 
Board of Directors at its May meeting.

The primary purpose of the Grants 
Program is to make financial awards 
for proposals, projects, ministries, 
programs and activities at the confer-
ence and district levels of the Virginia 
Conference. The Grants Committee will 
communicate with district and confer-
ence leadership to better ascertain 
and understand needs and opportuni-
ties that have the capacity or potential 
of enriching local churches or affiliated 
agencies of the conference.

Grants will not be made to local 
churches, with the exception of special 
emergency Financial Assistance Grants 
made with the sanction of the district 
superintendent and approval of the 

KEY
Listings in italics are charge 
names with pastor and churches on the 
charge listed below the italicized listing. 
Designations in bold print indicate the 
first year of appointment. The number 
in parentheses ( ) indicates the year of 
current appointment. Ministers other than 
Elder in Full Connection (FE) in the Virginia 
Conference are indicated by the following 
symbols listed after years served:
AF Affiliate Member
AM Associate Member
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
EP Minister Recog. from other Denom.
 Serving UM Probation
FD Deacon in Full Connection
FL Full-time Local Pastor
LM Certified Lay Minister (Assigned by 

district superintendent)
MOD Minister, Other Denom.,
 Serving Ecumenical Parish
OA Associate Member,
 Other Annual Conf.
OD Deacon Member, Other Annual Conf. 

or Other Denomination 
OE Elder Member, Other Annual Conf. or 

Methodist Denom.
OF Full Member, Other Denom.
OP Provisional Member, On Loan
OR Retired FE, Other Conference
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder
PL Part-time Local Pastor
PM Probationary Member, ’92 Disc.
RA Retired Associate Member
RAF Retired Affiliate Member
RD Retired Deacon
RE Retired Elder
RL Retired Local Pastor
ROF Retired, Other Denomination
ROM Retired, Other Methodist
RP Retired Probationary/Provisional 

Member
SY Lay Supply (Assigned by dist. supt.)
TBS To Be Supplied

ROLL OF THE FIRST MILE
Church names in red represent congregations that 
paid 100 percent of their apportionments last 
year. Churches in blue paid 101 percent or more. 
Those in green represent a 10% increase in ap-
portionment percentages paid from the prior year.

ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 
District Superintendent: Jeffrey P. Mickle (3)
ALEXANDRIA
Beverley Hills: Deborah D. Porras (1)
Del Ray: David R. McWilliams (1) PE
Fairlington: Mary Beth Blinn (2)
 Associate: Devon M. Earle (2) PE
 Min. of Congregational Family Life: Christian
  S. White Jr. (6) FD
Roberts Memorial: James G. Daniely (2)
Saint Andrew’s: Kitan Petreski (11)
Saint James: James E. Henry (25)
Trinity: William A. Davis Jr. (2)
Washington Street: Thomas G. James (2)
FAIRFAX
Fairfax: David J. Bonney (2)
 Associate: Amy E. Grant (2) PE
FAIRFAX COUNTY
Accotink-Cana UM Mission: Joo Sup Park (9) OE
Aldersgate: Dennis W. Perry (15)
 Associate: Jason A. Micheli (11)
 Associate:  Karla M. Kincannon (1)
 Aldersgate Kingstowne Communion: 
  Michelle L. Matthews (2) PE
Annandale: Clarence R. Brown (9)
 Associate: Eduardo A. Carrillo (7) FL
 Associate for Adult Discipleship: Cynthia D. 
  Johnson-Oliver (9) OE
Burke: Jason W. Snow (1)
Cameron: Oliver J. Box (4)
Christ: John C. Speight Jr. (25)
 Associate: Ryan S. LaRock (1) PE
Cranford: Lorenzo D. Hill (12)
Franconia: Catharine T. Guest (5)
Lincolnia: Raymond A. Max-Jones (3) OE
Messiah: Reginald D. Tuck (3)
 Associate for Hispanic Ministries: Luz M. 
  Zuleta (2) PL
Mount Vernon: Paulo C. Da Silva (2)
New Light: Samuel Eunkwan Kim (2) OE
Rising Hope UM Mission: Keary C. Kincannon (22)
Saint George’s: Steven B. Wells (4)
Saint John’s: Paula P. Werner (4)
Saint Matthew’s: Neil R. Hough (3)
 Associate: Grace S. Han (3) PE
 Associate of Senior Adults Min. & Visitation: 
  William E. Moberly (4) PL
Saint Stephen’s: A. Mark Mrini (2)
 Associate: Abigail E. Foerster (4)
 Associate: Drew VanDyke Colby (4)
Silverbrook: M. Garey Eakes (3)
Springfield: Jeffry J. Roberts (5)
Sydenstricker: Donald A. Jamison (1)

Washington Farm: Philip M. Waltz (4)
Wesley: Lydia E. Rodriguez Colon (3)
Woodlawn-Faith: Brian K. Brown (1) OE
FAUQUIER COUNTY
Bethel: Faith M. Weedling (1)
Orlean: James A. Leamon (13) PL
Warrenton: Timothy F. Tate (1)
 Associate: Jiyeon Kim (3) PE
Wesley Chapel: Jose W. Saldana (4) PL
MANASSAS CITY
Grace: Rudolph E. Tucker (16)
 Associate: Janet P. Salbert (3)
 Min. of Music: C. Milton Rodgers III (16) FD
Saint Thomas: David T. Forrest (7)
 Saint Thomas Haymarket: Brian W. Johnson (2)
PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY
Asbury: Claire B. Miller (1) PL
Bethel: Joseph A. Shoop (4) 
Buckhall: Linda H. Monroe (6)
Cokesbury: Clyde T. Nelson (4)
Dumfries: Dale E. Gillis (4)
Gainesville: John E. Patterson (20)
 Associate:  Sean D. Gundry (2) FL
Ghana Wesley UM Mission: Emmanuel 
 Nkrumah (7) 
  Associate: John Obeng (3) PL
Good Shepherd: R. Levi Stroud Jr. (14)
 Associate: Minoo W. Kim (2) FL
Nokesville: James L. Johnson III (4)
Old Bridge: Burton C. Robinson (13)
 Associate: Ronald T. Lanman (8) RL
Prince of Peace: Larry Jent (2)
Saint Mark’s: Kurt D. Ludwig (4) PL 
Saint Paul: Larry E. Craddock (5)
Spirit & Life Montclair: Matthew J. Benton (2)
 Spirit & Life Potomac: Matthew A. 
  Meisenhelter (2)
 Associate for Hispanic Ministries, Potomac:
  Angel M. Martinez-Ortiz (2) PL
Sudley: Hyo Joong Lee (2)

ARLINGTON DISTRICT 
District Superintendent: Catherine G. Abbott (4)
ARLINGTON
Arlington Forest: Alexander Duncan Jr. (1) FL
Arlington Korean: Michelle M. Kim (4)
Arlington Temple: Alison Rosner Bass (4) 
Calloway: Chenda I. Lee (3) PE
Calvary: Matthew G. Smith (3)
Central: Sarah Harrison-McQueen (3) 
 Minister of Health and Visitation: John H. 
  Conway (1) PD
Cherrydale: Elizabeth A. Foss (6)
Clarendon: Tracy McNeil Wines (3)
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Community: R. Carl Ripley Jr. (25)
First Vietnamese-American of Greater Wash.: 
 Hieu D. Phan (4) OP
Mount Olivet: Edward R. Walker (4)
 Associate: Kathleen R. Royston (3) PE
 Associate: Jeffrey H. Goodman (5) PL
 Associate:  William R. McKenney (1) PL
Walker Chapel: Mark A. Burgess (2)
FAIRFAX COUNTY
Andrew Chapel: Scott D. Hopkins (5) 
Bruen Chapel: Ruth M. Burgess (9) 
Centreville: William B. Montgomery II (1)
 Associate: Ellen LaCroix Fillette (1) PE
 Associate: TBS
Charles Wesley: Jung Pyo Hong (1)
Chesterbrook: Daniel D. Park (1) OE
Church of the Good Shepherd: Eric Chang-

Gyoon Song (1)
Community of Faith: Robert E. Vaughn Jr. (19)
 Associate: Elizabeth LaBella-Foster (2) OE
Culmore: Nelson J. Neil (1) PL
 Associate: Elizabeth H. Neil (1) PL
Dranesville: William E. Heinzman (5)
Epiphany: Brett D. Isernhagen (1) PE
First Korean: Sung Ho Chung (13) OE
Floris: Thomas M. Berlin (20)
 Associate: Barbara Miner (11) FL
 Associate: Timothy L. Ward (8) PE  
 Associate: Ashley B. Allen (4) PE
 Associate: Nadeem Khokhar (3) FL
Friendship: M. Thomas Lott (1) PE
Graham Road: James D. Canody (2)
 Minister of Health and Visitation: John H.
  Conway (1) PD
Great Falls: Livingstone S. Dore (1)
Herndon: Gary L. Robbins (4)
Korean of Greater Washington: Han Sung 
 Kim (1)
  Associate: Keon Huh (6) PE
  Associate: Eugene Kim (4) 
  Associate: Chang Hwan Lee (2) OE
  Associate: Hung Su Lim (2)
  Minister of Young Adults: Eoi Kyung
   Hwang (4) FD
Korean of Koinonia: Young Bong Kim (1)
 Associate: TBS
Oakton: Dawn-Marie Singleton (5)
Pender: Kenneth W. Newsome (16)
 Associate: Daniel E. Elmore (2)
Saint Luke’s: Aslam Barkat (3) OR
Sleepy Hollow: Pamela Clark Egan (14)
 Associate: Jennifer L. Ailstock (12) PL
Smith Chapel: David J. Zuchelli (22)
Trinity: James C. Sprouse (20)
 Associate: Eileen F. Gilmer (4) FL
 Associate: Ki Cheon Lee (2)
United Christian Parish: Joan L. Bell-Haynes
 (12) MOD
Vale: Jeffrey J. Haugh (3)
Vine: D. Todd Schlechty (8) 
 Associate: Kristen A. Beckert (1) OE

Wesley: Kyungsuk Cho (1)
 Associate: Young Sung Ryu (2) OE
FALLS CHURCH
Christ Crossman: M. Mochel Morris (16)
Dulin: M. Davies Kirkland (17)
Galloway: James E. Page Jr. (3) FL 
LOUDOUN COUNTY
Aldie-Arcola Cooperative Parish: Christopher 
 E. Riedel (1)
  Associate: Richard B. Dawson (1) RL
   Aldie, Arcola
Ashburn Korean: Hyunsik Kang (4) OE
Crossroads: David A. Norman (28)
Galilee: Jason B. Duley (3)
 Associate: Matthew B. Sergent (10) PE
Pleasant Valley: Justin S. White (8)
 Associate: Sean C. Devolites (2) FL
Sterling: Stephen T. Vineyard (2)
 Associate: Marcela M. Jarman (3) PL

CHARLOTTESVILLE DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Danny J. Kesner (4)
ALBEMARLE COUNTY
Aldersgate: Robert J. Robertson III (1)
Batesville: Elizabeth A. Buxton (5) FL
 Batesville, Bethel, Mt. Olivet
Binghams: William R. Payne (14) PL
Crozet: Sarah R. Wastella (1)
 Pastor of Family Ministries: Jessica L. Fuller 

  (6.5) FD
Ivy Creek: Edward F. Rigg (1)
 Congregational Care and Ministry  

  Development: Evelyn Y. Jones (6) LM
Mount Moriah: John C. Ward Jr. (4)
Restoration: Marc W. Rickabaugh (4) 
Southern Albemarle: Bruce N. Lugn (6) 
 Mt. Zion, Scottsville
Trinity (N. Garden): Timothy L. Worley (2) PL
West Albemarle: Benjamin F. Houchens (17) PL
 Browns Cove, Gentry
AMHERST COUNTY
Bethany-Sardis: Roger T. Powell (1) FL
 Bethany, Sardis
Mount Pleasant: Judy G. Morris (8) FL
 Mt. Horeb, Mt. Pleasant, Poplar
Wesleyan: Adam J. White (2)
CHARLOTTESVILLE
First: Alvin J. Horton (8) 
 Associate: John Phillip Woodson (1) FL
Hinton Avenue: Robert D. Lewis (5) 
Wesley Memorial: Janice M. Rivero (2)
CULPEPER COUNTY
Culpeper: J. Randall Orndorff (13)
 Associate: Norma Jean Fellows (8.5) OR
 Associate: Jessica Squires Colwell (4)
East Culpeper: Stanley H. Mulford III (8) PE
 Hopewell, Richardsville
Little Fork Circuit: Kang Uk Lee (3)
 Jeffersonton, Oak Shade, Woodland
FLUVANNA COUNTY
Byrd Chapel: Neil W. McLaughlin (3) FL
Cunningham: Thomas E. Frost (8) 

Haden Chapel: George E. Gorman (4) AM
Palmyra: George E. Gorman (4) AM
Salem: Michael W. Pettry (1) FL
South Fluvanna: Gregory E. Miller (5) PL
 New Bethel, Seays Chapel, Wesley Chapel
GREENE COUNTY
Greene: Christopher S. Fuss (2) FL
 Mt. Vernon, South River
Stanardsville: Charles S. Winner (5) 
Westover: Julie A. Nitzsche (1) PL
LOUISA COUNTY
Louisa: David R. Palmer (5) 
Macedonia: Stephen M. Hall (4) FL
Mineral-Mt. Pleasant: Erin Geoffrion (2) PE
 Mineral, Mt. Pleasant
West Louisa: Jeffrey B. Smith (2) RE
 Ebenezer, Lasley, Mt. Horeb
Zion: David C. Lagerveld (4)
MADISON COUNTY
Bethel-Mountain View: James F. Lacy (6) PL
 Bethel, Mountain View
Madison: Elizabeth G. Caudill (3)
 Madison, Rose Park
North Madison: David A. LeFon (4.5)
 Etlan, Mt. Olivet, Oak Grove
Rapidan: Alan R. Follett (9) FL
 Bethsaida, Mt. Zion, Walkers
NELSON COUNTY
Bethany (Norwood): T. Isaac Collins (1) OP
Bethlehem: Edwin M. Childress (5) FL
Nelson: Debra A. Powell (11)
New Faith: Gregory Payne (11) LM
Rock Spring: Pamela J. Baldwin (7) FL
Rodes: Lowell D. Petry (3) FL
ORANGE COUNTY
Gordonsville: Charles W. Townsend (2)
 Barboursville, Gordonsville
Orange Circuit: Peter Geoffrion (2) FL
 Bethlehem, Salem
Trinity: Craig C. Newman (2) 
RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY
Amissville: Maxine C. Crenshaw (6)
Rappahannock: Sara Porter Keeling (6)
 Flint Hill, Sperryville, Willis Chapel

DANVILLE DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Janine W. Howard (6)
DANVILLE
Fairview: Jennifer D. Coffey (1)
Grace Design: Jay Summerlin (2) SY
Moseley Memorial: Elizabeth A. Nordan (1) PL 
Mount Vernon: Bart A. Fletcher (1.5) OE
St. Luke’s: Susan M. Hannah (2) 
Trinity: Charles W. Wickham (14)
FLOYD COUNTY
Harris Chapel: Marcus C. Wood (10) PL
FRANKLIN COUNTY
Bethlehem: D. Chris Bennett (8) FL
Callaway Cooperative Parish: Amy E. Pannell (2)
 Highland, New Hope
East Franklin: Byung C. Sung (1) OE
 Crafts, Penhook
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Fork Mountain: Lynn Bechdolt (2) OF
Franklin: Douglas R. Sasser Jr. (5) 
 Burnt Chimney, Flint Hill
Gogginsville: Kathryn F. Budzik (3) FL
HERO Cooperative Parish: Kelvin A. Ed-

wards Sr. (1) FL
 Associate: Jeff White (1) SY
  Halesford, Epworth, Rehoboth, Oylers Chpl 
Pleasant Hill: James R. Rodden (1) 
Red Valley: Joshua S. King (6) 
Redwood: Bradley S. Dulaney (8)
 Minister of Community Outreach: Susan
  M. Hughes (4) PD
Rocky Mount: William J. Waller (1) 
 Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist: Lynn 
  Meeks (21) DM
St. James (Ferrum): Mary S. White (9) RE
West Franklin: BaeSick ‘Peter’ Choi (4) 
 Bethany, Maple Grove
HENRY COUNTY
Anderson Chapel-Granbery:  Timothy V. 
 Satterfield (3) PL
  Anderson Chapel, Granbery
Axton: Anne M. Sisson (9) FL
 Beckham, Carroll Memorial, Irisburg
Fieldale: Janet F. Grissett (1) 
Henry County Cooperative Parish:  E. Russell 
 Gresham IV (1)
  Bassett Memorial, Chatham Heights
Mount Bethel: Anthony C. Budzik (2) FL
Pleasant Grove: Gi-il Lee (1) OE
Ridgeway:  James L. Wilson (3) OR
Smith Memorial: Kameron M. Wilds (2) PE
Stanleytown: David A. Westmoreland (3) FL
MARTINSVILLE
First: Keith E. Ritchie (5)
Wesley Memorial: Timothy W. Gearheart (2) FL
PATRICK COUNTY
East Patrick: W. Mark Clayton (13) FL
 Concord, Nettle Ridge
Fellowship: Monte Mitchell (5) MOD
Meadow: Mark R. Collins (7) PL
Mountain View: Terry F. Martin (12) PL
North Patrick: Sandra L. Wright (7) FL
 Ross Harbour, Woolwine
Providence: Keith L. Vernon (3) FL
Salem: John B. Franklin (5) FL
Stuart: Thomas B. Shepherd (10)
West Patrick: Tammy P. Franklin (4) PL
 Creasey’s Chapel, New Hope
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY
Bethel-Cascade: Amanda Barbour-Johnston 
 (3) SY
  Bethel, Cascade
Brosville: Intek Oh (1) OE
Calvary-Kerns Mem.: Ralph K. Hawkins (4) PE
 Calvary, Kerns Memorial
Concord-Mt. Pleasant Cooperative Parish: 
 Tobias Lutz (2) FL
  Concord, Mount Pleasant
Floral Hills: Winston L. Crichlow (4) RE
Harmony: Robert F. Hardy IV (17) FL

Hopewell: Timothy J. Barth (3) PL 
Mount Olivet: Jimmy D. Calhoun (3) OF
Oakland: Jon M. Woodburn (4) FL
Swansonville: Linwood G. Cook (6) RE
Watson Memorial (Chatham): William 
 Mackey-Wisor (3) OE
Wesley Chapel-Rock Springs: Steven 
 Morningstar (1) SY 
  Rock Springs, Wesley Chapel
Whitmell-St. John’s Cooperative Parish: 
 Wayne C. Moore (2)
  Saint John’s, Whitmell

EASTERN SHORE DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Alexander B. Joyner (3)
ACCOMACK COUNTY
Accomack Cooperative Parish: William A.  
 Greer (2) FL
  Drummondtown, Metropolitan
Adams-Bloxom Mission Cooperative Parish: 
 Gregory L. Duncan (2) PL
  Adams, Bloxom Mission
Atlantic-New Church: Arum Kim (2) FL
 Atlantic, Berea
Belle Haven-Bethel: Paul Donghwan Oh (3) PE
 Belle Haven, Bethel
Calvary: Barbara Justis (2) SY
Cashville: JoLynn B. Hart (4) FL
 Andrew Chapel, Leatherbury, Riverview
Christ (Chincoteague): Travis L. DeLoach (16)
Craddockville: Robert I. Kelly (5) FL
Grace (Parksley): Robert B. Lloyd Jr. (1) 
Greenbackville: Derek E. Tomek (7) FL
 Signpost, Union
Guilford: Hyeon Ho Lee (2)
 Guilford, St. Thomas
Hallwood: James R. Maddox (5) RE
Horntown: Barbara A. Cousar (5) FL
 Deas Chapel, Friendship, St. Mark’s
Market Street: J. Barton Weakley (3)
Melfa: Glenda T. Turlington (6) RL
New Hope: Barbara L. Parker (4) FL
 Evergreen, Harborton, Mears Memorial
Oak Hall: Bertina Westley (1) FL
 Assawoman, Downings
Ocean View: Sallye H. Bowen (12) RE
Onley: Charles W. Parks III (17) AM
Pittsville-Pocomoke-Wattsville: W. Maury 
 Enright (3) RL
  Pittsville, Pocomoke, Wattsville
Saint John’s (Atlantic): Gary C. Miller (30) AM
Sanford-Saxis: William C. Jefferson (6) PL
 Sanford, Saxis
Seaside: Curtis D. Lucy (1) FL
 Painter-Garrisons, Smiths Chapel,
  Oak Grove
Snead Memorial (Wachapreague): James S. 
 Nock (11) PL
Swain Memorial (Tangier): John E. Flood Sr. (4) FL
Woodberry: E. Wayne Johnson (1) SY

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
Cape Charles-Capeville: Elizabeth A. Lutz (8) 
 Capeville, Trinity
Cheriton: Janet C. Allen (3) FL
 Cheriton, Travis Chapel
Epworth (Exmore): Mikang Kim (4) 
Franktown: Judith G. Worthington (3)
Johnsons: Clarence W. Bowen Jr. (18) RE
New Mission: Harold E. White (12) FL

ELIZABETH RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent: M. Wayne Snead (3)
CHESAPEAKE
Chesapeake Avenue: Janice P. Commander (2)
Covenant: Franklin T. Jennings (16)
Deep Creek: Michael W. Plasters (4)
Good Hope: Mark E. Christian (20)
Great Bridge: Timothy P. Craig (4)
 Associate: Amanda S. Webber (3) PE
Hickory: Thomas L. Mercer Sr. (28)
Indiana: Forrest Benjamin Teague (1) SY 
Jolliff: Waverly C. Smith III (13) FL 
 Assistant to Pastor: James W. Jones (3) LM
Messiah: Robert G. Robinson (1)
Mount Pleasant: Robert M. Pihlcrantz (11) FL
New Creation: C. Randolph Duncan (2)
 Associate: Stephanie L. Kimec Parker (4)
Oak Grove: H. Frank Holley (5)
Oaklette: Timothy D. Hazlett (6)
Portlock: Mary A. Sullivan-Trent (1) FL
Saint Paul’s: Sandra Benton Plasters (2)
CURRITUCK COUNTY, NC
Knotts Island: Diana L. Johnson (5) PL
NORFOLK
Aldersgate: Lee J. Crosby (1) FL
Christ: Derrek P. Koolman (5)
Epworth: Luis E. Alderman (3)
Fairmount Park: Linda S. Young (6) PL
First: Vickie R. Seibert (1)
Ghent: Melody P. Tanner (2)
Ignite: Brandon P. Robbins (3)
Larchmont: Scott M. Rimer (10)
 Associate: Randy Timmerman (1) FL
Miles Memorial: David A. Goodpasture (1)
Norfolk: Sherry L. Daniels (11) 
 Associate: Carolyn J. Graves (6) PL 
Norview: W. Joseph Shepherd (14) RE
Saint John’s: Christa M. Springstead (2) PE
Wesley Mem.-Zion-Grace: Scott A. Beck (5) 
 Wesley Memorial, Zion-Grace
PORTSMOUTH
Broad Street: Frederick C. Brockhausen III (2) FL
Centenary: John W. Cole II (3)
Community-St. Mark: R. Kirk Culpepper (15) FL
 Community, Saint Mark
Monumental: Megan J. Saucier (1)
Saint Andrew’s: Jae Woo Park (3) 
West End: Lynda D. Moore (5) 
SUFFOLK
Beech Grove: Keith D. Moore (7)
Ebenezer: Won Gyu Lee (1)
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Virginia Korean: Stephen Kwang-hoon Lee (4)
 English Pastor: Bonnie J. Whitehurst (3) SY
Wesley Chapel: Brandon T. Nichols (2) PE
VIRGINIA BEACH
Baylake: Clark D. Cundiff (2)
 Associate: Deborah S. Clark (10) FL
Bethel: Barbara J. St. Jean (3) PL
Charity: David Ryu (1) FL
Community: H. Leroy Seibert (6)
 Associate: Brian T. Boettcher (2) FL
Courthouse Community: Elizabeth S.  
 Anderson (1)
Foundry: Patricia A. Riggs (8)
Francis Asbury: Edward S. Martin Jr. (8)
Haygood: Tammy L. Estep (3)
Heritage: Michelle D. Louk (1) PE
Lynnhaven: Ronald K. Morris (4)
Memorial: Larry J. Edmonds (3)
Nimmo: Brandon L. Gilmore (2) 
Princess Anne Plaza-St. Luke’s: David L. 
 Cunningham (1) 
  Princess Anne Plaza, Saint Luke’s
Resurrection: Angelito G. Samson (1) RE
Saint Andrew’s: Jeffrey A. Witt (1)
Salem: William L. McClung Jr. (4)
Sandbridge Community Chapel: Clyde M. 
 DeLoach (5)
Tabernacle: Jack E. Davis (21)
Thalia: E. Joseph T. Varner (1) PE
 Minister of Senior Adults: Joan B. Averette 
  (9) LM
The Gathering at Scott Memorial: Rachel M. 
 Gilmore (1) 
Virginia Beach: Ralph W. Rowley (3)
 Associate: J. Benson McGlone (3) PE

FARMVILLE DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Robert J. Parks Jr. (6)
AMELIA COUNTY
Amelia: Calvin “Callie” Walker (1) PL
 Tabernacle, Trinity
Journey: Michael T. Davis (6) AM
North Amelia: Ashley B. Roth (1) FL
 Epworth, Jetersville, Salem
APPOMATTOX COUNTY
Memorial: Russell M. Cheatham (7)
Pamplin: Marsha L. Davis (1) FL
 Centenary, Evergreen, Pamplin, Piney Rdg.
BRUNSWICK COUNTY
Brodnax: Co-Pastor, Paul A. Beighley (5) RE
 Co-Pastor: Pamela G. Pickard (3) PL
  Bethany, Brodnax
Lawrenceville: John R. Jones Sr. (5)
North Brunswick: Benjamin H. Taylor III (4.5) PL
 Antioch, Lebanon
Prospect: Kenneth L. Thrasher (10) FL
South Brunswick: Randall S. Williams (2) FL
 Olive Branch, Rock
West Brunswick: Jennifer L. Fletcher (5) 
 Bethel, Macedonia

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY
Buckingham: Rebecca L. Trovalli-Cook (3) FL
 Browns Chapel, Hanes Chapel, Rocky Mt.
Dillwyn: Billy E. Swan (10) FL
 Bethel, Salem, White Hall
James River: Paul D. Larrimore (1) SY
 Arvonia, Centenary, Glenmore
West Buckingham: George K. Schaefer (1) PL
 Mt. Tabor, Trinity, Woodland
CHARLOTTE COUNTY
Charlotte: Justin A. Hicks (2) FL
 Charlotte C.H., Hebron, Lebanon, Mt. Calvary
Keysville: Loretta A. Benninghove (5)
Mt. Carmel-Phenix: Michael W. Teixeira (14) FL
 Mt. Carmel, Phenix
New Hope-Southall Memorial: Allan T.  
 Murphy (6) FL
  New Hope, Southall Memorial
CUMBERLAND COUNTY
Antioch: Richard L. Meiser Jr. (3) 
Cumberland: Jerry E. Drinkard Jr. (2) PL
 Hobsons Chapel, Payne Memorial
Oakwood: Giani Manieri (3) PE
Thomas Chapel: Richard L. Bucher (11) PL
HALIFAX COUNTY
Cherry Hill: Patricia L. Neilsen (4) RL 
East Halifax: Kerry L. Halbert (3) OF
 Clover, Scottsburg
Glenwood: Ohhwan ‘Freedman’ Kim (1) PL
 Glenwood, Olive Branch
Halifax: Kenneth T. Decker Jr. (2) FL
Main Street: S. Wayne Rickman (1)
McCanless Memorial: Joe D. Trickey Jr. (4) PL
McKendree-Asbury: James F. Brown (3) FL 
 Asbury, McKendree
Mount Cana: A. Randolph Holmes (12) FL
Mount Laurel: Don R. Pizzeck (15)
Shady Grove: Shayne V. Estes (2) 
South Halifax: Bonnie G. Pizzeck (6) PL
 Cedar Grove, Harmony
Union: S. Tony Johnson (4) SY
LUNENBURG COUNTY
Kenbridge: Timothy A. Beck (9)
Lunenburg: C. Alan Layman (5) PE
 Antioch, Williams
Plantersville: Ralph ‘Red’ L. Moore (13) LM
Victoria: Joshua D. Munnikhuysen (1) FL
MECKLENBURG COUNTY
Boydton: Sandra A. McMillen (3) 
 Boydton, Easters
Centenary (Chase City): Larry A. Lehman (1) PL 
Jamieson Memorial: John A. Bright (4) 
LaCrosse: Jerry B. Malone (1) PL
Lakeland: Michael G. Day (8) FL
 Kingswood, Rehoboth
North Mecklenburg: R. Kent Wise (10) 
 Salem, Shiloh
Providence-Trinity: Jody R. Jessup (2) OR
 Providence, Trinity (South Hill)
Rehoboth: Ralph ‘Red’ L. Moore (4) LM
Sardis: Linda K. Betit-Buck (1) PL
South Hill: Brian D. Siegle (2) 

Union Chapel: John E. Conner (4) RE
West Mecklenburg: Randal L. Baisey (10) PL
 Ephesus, Fields, Friendship
Zion: TBS
NOTTOWAY COUNTY
Burkeville: Lisa S. Meyers (3) FL 
 Bethel, Wards Chapel
Crenshaw: H. Celeste Heath (2)
Crewe: Christina M.H. Perkins (3)
East Nottoway: J. Randall Kiel (3) PE
 Butterwood, Grace, Rocky Hill
Nottoway: Sarah S. Gholson (1) SY
 Bethel, St. John’s
Nottoway-Lunenburg: Michael A. Johnson (4) FL
 Laurel Hill, St. Mark’s, Thrifts Chapel
PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY
Farmville: Michael P. Kendall (4) 
 Min. of Discipleship (w/Youth Emphasis):  
  Lyndsie N.K. Blakely (5) FD
Meherrin: Kyla M. Silver (1) SY
Prince Edward: Nona F. Allen (5) FL
 Beulah, Mt. Harmony, Mt. Pleasant
Prospect: TBS
 Olive Branch, Prospect, Smyrna

FREDERICKSBURG DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Theodore Smith (6)
CAROLINE COUNTY
Bethel: Angela M. Kittrell (1) PL
Bowling Green: Jarvis Bailey (1) PL
 Bowling Green, Shiloh
Caroline: Mark A. Lawrence (4) PL
 Mt. Vernon, St. Paul’s
Hopewell: Lou Woolner (9) PL
Rehoboth: Christopher Watson (2) FL
Wrights Chapel: Charles Tillapaugh (25)
ESSEX COUNTY
Essex-King & Queen: George M. Warner Sr. (2)
 Lebanon, Providence, Trinity
Tappahannock Memorial: James B. Godwin  
 Sr. (2) RE
FAUQUIER COUNTY
Cedar Run: J. Stephen Little Jr. (6) FL
 Trinity, Wesleyan
Grace (Hartwood): Brenda Lee Pusso (7)
Liberty: Barbara H. Jamieson (4) PL
Midland: Barbara H. Jamieson (4) PL 
Morrisville: Elizabeth S. Glass (3) OE
Mount Horeb: Gayle D. Porias (7)
Remington: Walter W. Westbrook (5) 
FREDERICKSBURG
Fredericksburg: Larry E. Davies (1)
 Associate: Robert A. Almy (1) 
 Pastor of Congreg. Care: TBS
Hillcrest: Justin L. Williams (7) FL
KING AND QUEEN COUNTY
Mizpah: Betty Jo Sims (11) PL
Shepherds: Debra A. Straughter (3) PL
KING GEORGE COUNTY
Dahlgren: Thomas G. Lee Sr. (2)
Fletchers Chapel: Michael B. Reaves (5)
Trinity: Susan M. Reaves (5)
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KING WILLIAM COUNTY
Crossroads Mission Center: Evelyn L. Penn 
 (1) PL
Epworth: Jonathan B. Baker (5) PL
McKendree: Chad T. Beck (3) PL
LANCASTER COUNTY
Asbury: Jack T. Bailey (3) PL
Bethel-Emmanuel: Tae Won Kang (1) OE
 Bethel, Emmanuel
Irvington: A. Ray Massie (3) PL
Kilmarnock: Penny P. Cory (4)
White Stone: L. Bryan McClain (9)
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
Bethany (Reedville): Steven Vornov (1)
Bluff Point: Jack T. Bailey (3) PL
Galilee: Carl L. Perez (2) 
Heathsville: Rebecca L. Minor (6) 
Henderson: Esther N. Agbosu (4) PE
Melrose: Kathy B. Gochenour (1) 
Mila-Wicomico: Donna M. Blythe (9) PL
 Mila, Wicomico
Northumberland: Kwon Hong Min (3) PE
 Afton, Fairfields
Rehoboth: Donna M. Blythe (5) PL
RICHMOND COUNTY
Richmond: Kenneth E. Hanson (2) FL
 Calvary, Hopewell, Oakland
Warsaw: Emily A. Moore-Diamond (4) PE
SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY
Eastland: Craig A. Muffley (6) 
Peace: Bradford L. Phillips (3)
Shady Grove-Olivet: Hae Rin Lawson (5)
 Olivet, Shady Grove
Tabernacle: Barry R. Throckmorton (2)
Wilderness Community: Keith D. Boyette (19)
Zion: Kimberly Barker-Brugman (2) 
STAFFORD COUNTY
Andrew Chapel: Thomas L. Swingle (2) PE
Antioch: Christopher Fair (12) PL
Ebenezer: Mark A. Miller (22)
 Associate: Mark Montgomery (2)
Falmouth: Robin BeMiller (3) PL
New Hope: Teresa S. Smith (7)
Regester Chapel: Sung Il Yoo (4)
Saint Matthias: Patsy B. Tony (5)
Salem: Robin BeMiller (3) PL
WESTMORELAND COUNTY
Andrew Chapel: Kevin F. Elmore (2) FL
Carmel-Coles Point: Robert W. Gochenour (1)
 Carmel, Coles Point
Colonial Beach: Yunho Eo (6)
Edgewater: Jon B. Davis (4) SY
Ebenezer: Rebecca L. Rumburg (4)
Grace (Oak Grove): Jesse C. Blythe (2) PL
Montross: Penny G. Rasnake (1) PL
 Lebanon, Providence

HARRISONBURG DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Ernest T. ‘Tommy’  
 Herndon Jr. (7)
AUGUSTA COUNTY
Annex-Crimora: Gayle Thornberry (2) PE
 Annex, Crimora
Bethany: John E. Lock (1) 
Harriston-Mt. Bethel: I. Cameron Carte (2) PL
 Harriston, Mt. Bethel
Mount Pisgah: John Crawford III (12.5) RE
 Congregational Care & Visitation: P. Mardy 
  Marston (6) LM
Mount Zion (Mt. Solon): A. Al Tuten (1) PL
New Hope: Shin Woo Hong (1)
Parnassus: Victoria L. Barb (5) FL
Sangersville: Gary M. Monroe (6) PL
Verona: Robert J. Weeks (6)
 Associate:  Kevin D. McMullen (1) FL
Weyers Cave: Margaret M. Packard (7) FL
HARRISONBURG
Asbury: Stephen D. Hay (4)
 Associate: Robert E. Talbott (8) FL
 Min. of Music: Laura B. Douglass (17) FD
John Wesley: Faith E. Evans (3) PL
Otterbein: Adam L. Blagg (3) 
RISE: Amanda Miller Garber (7)
PAGE COUNTY
Luray: Erich D. Bennett (6)
Page: Laura Whittle Stratton (4) 
Shenandoah: Larry G. Aikens Jr. (1) PE
 Christ, Fields
Shenandoah Circuit: Ellen H. Martin (8) PL
 Grove Hill, Oak Grove
Stanley: Richard P. Grendahl (4) FL
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
Blue Ridge: Kevin C. Poeckert (5) FL
 Assistant: Samuel Plymale (2) SY
  Furnace, Hensley, Jolletts, Mt. Pleasant
Bridgewater: Stephen R. Creech (1)
 Associate: James A. Harris (7) RE
Clover Hill: Edward S. Barnett (2)
Dayton: A. Bruce Carper (1)
Elkton: David T. Reynolds (25)
Evangelical-St. Paul: David F. Vaughan (4)
 Associate: Sarah Bailey (3) PL
  Evangelical, St. Paul
Fellowship-Linville-Edom: Marlene A.  
 Chandler (3) FL
  Edom, Fellowship, Linville
First (Broadway): Debra C. Cline (2)
Fulks Run: Darin M. Buse (1) FL
 Caplingers, Mt. Carmel, Riverside
Grottoes: Brian E. Posey (3) PE
Keezletown: T. Joel Robinette (5) 
Massanutten: Richard R. Robertson (4) FL
 East Point, Mt. Zion, St. Peter’s, Trinity
McGaheysville: James R. Wingert (4)
Mount Clinton: Andrew Peck-McClain (3) OE
Mount Crawford: Russell L. Heinrich (5) FL
 Mt. Crawford, Mt. Sidney
Mount Horeb: Isaac E. Harper (12) PL
Mount Tabor: Kay Barstow Gentry (3) 

Mountain Valley-Cedar Grove: Valerie W.  
 Ritter (6)
  Cedar Grove, Mountain Valley
Port Republic: James W. Joyner (3)
St. James (Pleasant Vly): Carrie L. Talbott (4) FL
Singers Glen: Edward F. Wilkins (3)
 Cherry Grove, Donovan Memorial
Sunset Dr. (Broadway):  E. Thomas Murphy  
 Jr. (1) RE
Vision of Hope: David M. Burch (11)
SHENANDOAH COUNTY
Christian Newcomer: Luther Edwin ‘Nip’  
 Crites Jr. (8) OE
  Christian Newcomer, Mt. Hebron
Columbia Furnace-Union Forge: W. Glen  
 Early (2) AM
  Columbia Furnace, Union Forge
Edinburg: Robert O. Jones Jr. (5) 
 St. John’s, Wesley Chapel
Fort Valley:  John W. Senters (1) SY
 Oak Level, White Chapel
Manor Memorial (New Market): R. Bruce  
 Johnson (7)
Mount Jackson: Darwin G. Edwards (1) PE
 Mt. Jackson, Quicksburg
Mt. Olive-Shiloh: Kathleen W. Haynes (3)
 Mt. Olive, Shiloh
Mount Pleasant: F. Darlene Wilkins (2) PE
 Assistant: Lisa Coffelt (2) SY
  Hawkinstown, Mt. Clifton, Mt. Hermon,  
   Otterbein Chapel
Shenandoah Valley: Alvin West (2) SY
 Mt. Zion (Strasburg), Mt. Zion (Woodstock)
Strasburg: John B. Haynes Jr. (3)
Toms Brook: Stanley A. Thompson (2)
Woodstock: Robert N. Hoskins Jr. 4)

JAMES RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Robin L. Colwell (4)
BRUNSWICK COUNTY
Brunswick: Ruth A. Collins-Dinger (5) RL
 Edgerton, Pelhams, Pleasant Grove
Philadelphia: Brian Mallary (1) SY
 Ebenezer, Matthews Chapel, Philadelphia
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY
Bermuda Hundred: Michael Dettmer (1) PE
Bethia: James H. Carey Jr. (19)
Centenary: Pennie M. Foy (4) PL
Chester: Sylvia S. Meadows (4) 
 Associate: Patrick S. Pillow (2) FL
Ettrick: Bobby H. Lamb (7) RA
Hopewell: Mark D. Richardson (3)
Ivey Memorial: James M. Smith (2)
Matoaca: Richard S. Gordon (6) 
Trinity: Teresa M. Keezel (6)
Wesley Chapel: Michelle E. Lindsey (7)
Woods: Joseph T. Carson III (7)
COLONIAL HEIGHTS
Highland: Dorothy McNeer O’Quinn (5)
 Associate: Michael Tolbert (6) FL
Wesley: L. Raymond McGarr (4)



VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 201616

DINWIDDIE COUNTY
Asbury: S. Karen Workman (10) FL
Carson: Joseph E. Hammond Jr. (7) AM
Crawford: James H. Fry III (1) SY
Kenwood: Mary K. Dadisman (4) PE
Lebanon: Steven E. McMillion (2) 
Ocran: R. Lawrence House (8)
Rocky Run: Bryan L. Carper (1.5) SY
South Dinwiddie Hope: S. Ray Watson (2) PL
 Mansons, Mount Olivet
Twin Grove: Andrew Ware (3) PE
 Oak Grove, Smiths Grove
West Dinwiddie: James G. O’Quinn (4)
 Corinth, Trinity, White Oak
EMPORIA
Main Street: Thomas E. Durrance (1) 
Monumental: Rachel Plemmons (1) FL
GREENSVILLE COUNTY
Centenary (Jarratt): Richard C. Franklin Jr. (2) PL
Greensville: Joellen M. Simmons (4) FL
 Independence, Mt. Pleasant
HOPEWELL
First: J. Christopher Andress (3)
Wesley: Jacob H. Sahms (1) 
PETERSBURG
Saint Mark’s: Gerald L. Wicker (1) PE
Trinity: Gerald M. Miller (11) RE
Washington Street: Thomas F. Lester (1) PL
PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY
Blandford: Mary Alice Colwell (1) PL
Garys-Salem: Michael Baugham (2) FL
 Garys, Salem
Prince George: Gilbert M. Elder (4) FL
 Newville, Salem
Sycamore: DeWayne A. Duncan (4)
Trinity (Disputanta): Stephen P. King (3)
SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY
Boykins: Heewon Cho (2) OE
 Boykins, Branchville, Persons
Capron: Julie A. Larch (1) 
 Associate: David Everett (2) SY
  Capron, Drewryville, Joyner, Vincents Grv
Courtland: Andrew H. Book (3)
Grace Memorial: Rita Kanten (7) FL
High Street: Nathan A. Decker (2)
Newsoms: Ian J. Hackmann (1) PE
 Barnes, Newsoms
SUFFOLK
Magnolia: Michael W. Harrington (3) FL
Main Street: Myrtle F. Hatcher (6)
Oxford: Paul E. Martin (1) SY
Providence: Garland K. Hines (7) RE
Somerton: James Bowers (2) OF 
Whaleyville: John E. Meservey (4) PL
SUSSEX COUNTY
Fort Grove: Alexander Davis (2) SY
Rocky Hock-Ivor: Clifton D. Fritzinger (7) PL
 Ivor, Rocky Hock
Concord: Brian J. Simmons (4) PE
Lebanon: Donna B. Smith (2) PL
Sharon: James H. Harrison Jr. (2) PL
Wakefield: Glenn Riggs (1) FL

Waverly: Steven C. Snodgrass (2) FL
SURRY COUNTY
Claremont: Melody A. Duncan (1) PL
Surry: Raymond G. Rowland (27)
 Carsley, Oak Grove, Surry

LYNCHBURG DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Scott E. Davis (1)
AMHERST COUNTY
Amelon: Lawrence A. Erbin (3)
Emmanuel: Nancy Coleman Johnson (4) FL
Monroe-St. James: Joshua E. Dalton (1) PL
 Monroe, Saint James
Mt. Tabor-Smyrna: Joyce G. Austin (9) LM
 Mt. Tabor, Smyrna
APPOMATTOX COUNTY
Appomattox Circuit: Larry F. Mann (6) AM
 Mt. Comfort, Trinity
Bethel: Janet C. Burton (5) SY
BEDFORD
Main Street: Richard H. Ecklund (3)
 Associate: William P. Greer (1) RL
BEDFORD COUNTY
Bellevue: H.O. ‘Tom’ Thomas Jr. (10)
 Bethany, Oakland
Bethesda: Richard L. Barton (1)
Bethlehem (Moneta): David W. Lord (10)
Big Island-Cove: 
 Big Island: TBS
 Cove: Jane L. Whitehead (1) SY
Center Point-Salem: William R. Clark (5) PL
 Center Point, Salem
Court Street-Marsh Memorial: William Turner  
 Burleigh (9) FL
  Court Street, Marsh Memorial
Ebenezer-Otterville: Mark A. Wilkerson (12) LM
 Ebenezer, Otterville
Emmaus-Union: Edward F. Sheehan (4) FL
 Emmaus, Union
Epworth (Thaxton): June C. Carpenter (1)
Forest: Susan W. Keen (1)
Kelly Circuit: Mark W. Tucker (1) PL
  Mt. Zion, New Hope
Lebanon: Steven D. Parker (7) RA
Mountain View: Steven L. Propst (8) 
Otter: Jerry O. Viemeister (5) PL
 Ephesus, Nicopolis
Patmos: Riley R. Smith Jr. (6) RE
Peaksview: Russel K. Alden (1) SY
 Hickory Grove, Wilsons
Shiloh: Charles E. Johnson (5) PL
CAMPBELL COUNTY
Bethany: Jennifer V. Moore (2) FL
Bethlehem (Concord): Daniel R. Dibble (7) PL
 Bethlehem, Early’s Chapel 
Calvary: Michael W. Miller (8) PL
Indian Hill: James D. Stevens (3) OF
 Indian Hill, New Bethel
Lane Memorial: Benjamin E. Horrocks (1)
Long Mountain: Kevin M. Holt (3) OF
 Brookneal, Mt. Zion

Mount Olivet: Mark A. Tinsley (1) SY
Mead Memorial: Jack S. Turner (3) FL
Mount Hermon: Dawn Compton (2) FL
New Hope-Sharon: Richard A. Daily (2) RE
 New Hope, Sharon
Providence-Whites: George Jack Davis (3) FL
 Providence, Whites
Rustburg: Sung Woon Yoo (5) PE
Salem: Charles E. Schooler (19) FL
Timberlake: Bradley A. McMullen (1)
Twin Lakes: Lisa S. Dibble (1) PL
 Huddleston, Leesville, Mt. Horeb
Wesleybury: William A. Smith (5) SY 
West Campbell: Marcia K. Huntsman (2) PE
 Evington, Lambs
LYNCHBURG
Boonsboro: Amy Beth Coleman (1) 
Centenary: R. Douglas Gunsalus (3) 
Chestnut Hill: Elizabeth W. Ecklund (1)
Christ’s View: Phillip C. Showers (10) FL
 Christ’s Community Fellowship, Fairview
Forest Road: Ray A. Buchanan (3) 
Fort Hill: Ronald A. Litten (1)
 Minister of Music and Congregational 
  Care: Janet D. Hawkins (17) FD
Heritage: Paul S. Baker (1)
Jackson Street: Reason A. Chandler (4) FL
Peakland: John N. Vest (4) 
 Minister of Youth and Education: TBS
Tyreeanna-Salem: James W. Martin (17) RL
 Salem, Tyreeanna
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY
Anderson Memorial (Gretna): Sharon L. 
 Forbes (3) 
Fowler Memorial: Floyd A. Archie (3) SY
 Bethany-Ebenezer, Mt. Airy 
Hurt: Robert J. Thorne (5) RA
Mount Airy: Kyle D. Uselton (2) SY
 Providence, Republican Grove, St. Andrew
New Bethel-Motley: Stephen M. Morris (1) PL
 Motley, New Bethel
Payneton-Siloam: Harold E. Thornton (1) RE
 Payneton, Siloam
Smith Mountain: 
 Mt. Zion: Rodney Newbill (1) SY
 New Ridgeway: Ricky R. Scott (2) SY
Zion: David P. Edinger (2) FL

RICHMOND DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Peter M. Moon (2)
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY
Asbury Memorial: R. Jason Elmore (1) PL
Beulah: Keith A. Mottley (7)
 Associate: Martha C. Ringenbach (1) FL
Bon Air: N. Burton Brooks Jr. (2)
 Associate: Jennifer L. Day (3)
Brandermill: Jim C. Dunkin (1) MOD
 Associate: Edward Kross (5) MOD
Mount Pisgah: Robert E. Cooper (5)
 Associate: Anita E. Mays (4) PE
 Dir. of Youth and Young Adult Min.: Amy  
  L. Crisp (1) PD



VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 2016 17

New Life: Michael T. Maxwell (9)
Providence: Derrick Parson (2)
Saint Luke’s: Lisa K. Sykes (6)
Saint Mark’s: Francis T. Cooper (2)
Sherbourne: Pamela H. Culler (11) PL
Woodlake: Gordon K. Pruitt (2)
 Associate: Mark A. Roscoe (1) PL 
GOOCHLAND COUNTY
Bethel: John R. Hall Sr. (19.5) AM
Corinth: Robert L. Jennings (2) PL
St. Matthew’s: Christopher M. Bennett (2)
HANOVER COUNTY
Duncan Memorial: Timothy R. Gerde (2)
 Associate: TBS
Dunns Chapel: William R. Freeman (5) RE
Enon: ReNe’e R. Teague (3)
Forest Grove: Linda E.F. Crabbs (4)
Kenwood: Daniel Kim (2) PE
Lebanon: R. Spencer Broce (12) 
Mechanicsville: Kerry D. Boggs (17)
Mount Hermon: Keith A. Lauer (8) PL
New Song: Chad M. Herndon (9)
Prospect: Richard “Dickie” Coffey (1) PL
Saint Peter’s: Debra Ruth Lucas (8)
Shady Grove: John J. Kelchner Jr. (7) 
 Associate: Sandra Bottoms (2) 
Shiloh: Sarah G. Sealand (3)
West Hanover: Claudia H. Stallings (14) 
 Beaverdam, Rouzies Chapel
HENRICO COUNTY
Brookland: Lynne B. Caldwell (9) OE
 Associate: Richard “Dickie” Coffey (1) PL
Chamberlayne Heights: Linda Driver Ray (3) 
Christ: Karen B. Hittel (3)
Corinth: W. Joseph Winfree (4)
Discovery: C. Edward Pruitt (1) RE
East Henrico Cooperative Parish: Lorena E.  
 Beach (4) FL
  Bishop Memorial, Fairmount
Good Shepherd: Steven J. Summers (4)
 Min. of Discipleship and Communications:  
  Lisa M. McGehee (7) FD
Greenwood-Laurel Park: Barbara D. Lewis  
 (5) PE
  Greenwood, Laurel Park
Highland Springs: Douglas E. Crockett (6) OE
Lakeside: Rita A. Callis (6)
Laurel Hill: Norman L. Ramsey III (6)
River Road: Darcey G. Johnson (2)
Saint Andrew’s: Erin Reibel (1) PE
Shady Grove: David L. Adkins (12)
 Associate: Anne B. ‘Beanie’ Kelley (2) FL
Skipwith: T. Todd Smith (1)
Trinity: Larry E. Lenow (4)
 Associate: Andrew B. Willson (1)
 Minister of Discipleship: Judith Clegg  
  Oguich (17) FD
Welborne: F. Elizabeth Givens (5)
Willis: Mark V. Rooks (7)
Worship and Praise: Timothy J. Kirven (6) FL
LOUISA COUNTY
Gum Spring: Lauren E. Lobenhofer (3)

NEW KENT COUNTY 
Providence: William H. John Jr. (3)
POWHATAN COUNTY
Powhatan: John T. Hemming (5)
RICHMOND
Asbury (Church Hill): Marilyn A. Heckstall (12)
Belmont: Larry J. Cochran (6)
 Associate: Julio Serrano-Perez (4) PL
Boulevard: Rachel G. May (5)
Calvary: J. Robert Berghuis (1)
Centenary: Matthew D. Bates Jr. (6)
Central: L. Michael Southall-Vess (1)
Emmaus at Stratford Hills: Chul Ki Kim (4)
Ginter Park: Dennis C.M. Lipke (1) RE
Huguenot: Gay B. Hall (2) RE
Ramsey Memorial: Deborah Ann Koontz (4)
 Associate: Norma E. Aguilar (10) PL 
Reveille: J. Douglas Forrester (3)
 Associate: TBA
 Associate: Stephen A. Coleman (7) FL 
 Dir. of Adult Discipleship: Kelley Lane (3) PD
Walmsley Boulevard: Denise B. Watkins (4) FL 
Wesley Memorial: Rodney M. Hunter (31) RE
Westhampton: Christina Haga Turner (8)
Westover Hills: Donna C. Holder (7)

ROANOKE DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Kathleen Overby 
 Webster (4)
BEDFORD COUNTY
Mays Memorial: Melanie D. Franklin (1) PL
Parrish Chapel: Troy M. White (13) RL
Three Oaks Fellowship: Marianne M. Bird (2) RE
BOTETOURT COUNTY
Andrew Chapel: Morris A. Bennett (11) RE
Buchanan: W. Douglas Mitchell (4) FL
 Lithia, Trinity
Eagle Rock: W. Raysor Sandifer (14) PL
 Bethel, Eagle Rock, Glen Wilton, Shiloh
Ebenezer: Melanie D. Franklin (1) PL
Fincastle: Jae-Haeng Choi (3) OE
Saint Mark’s: Robert D. Lough (4) 
CRAIG COUNTY
Foothills: Rodney Longmire (3) SY
 Hebron, Mt. Pleasant, Pierce Chapel
New Castle: Willie B. Guill Jr. (4) 
 Bethel, New Castle
FLOYD COUNTY
Floyd Parish: Darren E. Landon (9) FL
 Copper Hill, Havens Chpl, Huffville, Stonewall
FRANKLIN COUNTY
Boones Mill: James R. Rodden (1) 
Mount Olivet: Connie Ray Lee Sr. (34) RL
GILES COUNTY
Newport-Mt. Olivet: Morris V. Fleischer (9) FL
Pembroke: Laney S. Spigener Jr. (2)
 First, Mt. Lebanon
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Asbury (Christiansbg): Kathy Carpenter (1) SY
Belview: Bobbie Jo Henley (5) 

Blacksburg: Joseph D. Carson (3)
 Associate: Christina R. McLain (6)
 Associate: Kelly A. Shushok (1) FL
 Min. of Music: Leigh Anne Taylor (16) FD
Calvary (Christiansbg): Sebert W. Rorrer (15) RE
Crockett Springs: Milton E. Marks (2) RE
Fieldstone: Jonathan J. Page (3)
Goodwin Mem.: Joseph Gregory Kropff (2) PL
Halls: Brenda Sternfeld (3) PL
Lafayette: Jeane D. Dunkum (1) RE 
Mt. Elbert: Bobbie Jo Henley (3)
Mt. Tabor: Kenneth D. Farrar (7) PL
Park: Patricia A. Jones (3) RE
Prices Fork: Michael Hill (3) SY
Saint Paul (Christiansbg): Moonsup Paul Song (2)
Trinity (Christiansbg): Russell Shepherd (5) PL
Wesley Memorial: Charles W. DeHart (3) RL 
White Memorial: Herbert C. Williams Jr. (9)
ROANOKE
Fairview: Donald W. Baldwin (8) FL
Grace: TBS
Greene Memorial: Gary E. Heaton (4)
Huntington Court: Jeffrey D. Wilson (7)
Raleigh Court: Seungsoo Jun (2)
Saint Paul: Lyle E. Morton (1)
South Roanoke: Michael D. Copeland (1)
Southview: Warren R. Carswell (1)
Trinity: William C. Logan (13) RE
West End: Lyle E. Morton (1)
Windsor Hills: Douglas B. Paysour (2)
Woodlawn: John B. Snyder (3) 
ROANOKE COUNTY
Bonsack: Randall J. McMillen (1) 
Catawba Circuit: Scott Robertson-Gouge  
 (1) OR
  Catawba, McDonalds Mill, Shiloh
Cave Spring: Denise P. Bates (2)
 Associate: Joanna M. Paysour (5)
Lawrence Memorial: Terry A. Ross (6.5) PL
Locust Grove: Benjamin F. Lockhart Jr. (8) PL
Mount Pleasant: Robert G. Stutes (4) OE
Northview: Joseph H. Klotz Jr. (6)
Rockingham Ct: Seung Hae Yoo-Hess (2) PE 
Thrasher Memorial: Walter B. Failes Jr. (6)
 Associate: Jaeyong Song (4) PE
SALEM
Calvary (Salem): Jason L. Bryant (2) FL
Central: Bryan K. Buckles (2) 
First: Bass M. Mitchell (2)
 Associate: Jeffrey L. Dorsey (20)

STAUNTON DISTRICT
District Superintendent: David J. Rochford III (4)
ALLEGHANY COUNTY
Alleghany: Shannon Cox (4) SY
Callaghan: Nancy Palmer (1) FL 
 Fletcher Chapel, Hoke Chapel
Epworth: Nathan R. Colwell (2) FL 
Iron Gate: William D. Bearden (2) FL
 Iron Gate, Longdale, Walton Mem.
Mountain Valley: H. Ray Tucker (2) RL
 Associate: Christina Bowen (3) SY
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Mt. Pleasant-.S. Covington: Charles H. Cole Jr. (6) 
 Mt. Pleasant, South Covington
Potts Valley: David C. Brown (15) FL
 Humphrey’s, Persinger Mem., Pinnell
AUGUSTA COUNTY
Augusta: David Coffey (1) SY
 Stonewall, West Augusta, West View
Bethlehem-Jollivue: Janet C. Knott (6) AM 
 Bethlehem, Jollivue
Calvary: Charles F. Reynolds (2)
 Associate: Nancy M. Vaughan (3) FL 
Churchville Cooperative Parish: Lester W.  
 Kennedy (2) FL
  Glossbrenner, Saint James
Fishersville: Charles F. Bates (2)
 Associate: Ryan Oswald (6) PE
Greenville: Kevin W. Haynes (13)
Lyndhurst-Oak Hill: Vivian Utz (1) FL
 Lyndhurst, Oak Hill
McKinley: Donald L. Long (17) RE
Mint Spring: Terry L. Clark (8)
Rankin: Don Duty (2) SY
St. Paul’s-Goshen: Mary Pysell (3) SY
 Goshen, St. Paul’s (Craigsville)
Shenandoah: Reginald A. Early (2) RL
 Asbury, Community, Lawson, Randolph Street
Sherando: Sarah Payne (3) PL 
BATH COUNTY
Bath: Lorrie Aikens (5) FL
 Burnsville, Eden, Starr-Bolar, Va. Chapel
Hot Springs: Genevieve Bowles (1) PE
 Ashwood, Emory
BOTETOURT COUNTY
Mount Olivet: Doris T. Hedrick (5) PL
BUENA VISTA
Saint John’s: Sonja Flye Oliver (2) FL
People United in Christ: Danta Thompson (3) SY
CLIFTON FORGE
Central: J. Lynn Wright (3) FL
COVINGTON
Christ: Christina R. Bowen (2) SY
Granbery Memorial: Russell T. Urban (2) 
Mt. Carmel: Douglas E. Hollenbeck (15) FL
Parrish Court: Deborah D. Washer (4) FL
HIGHLAND COUNTY
Blue Grass: W. Andre Crummett (17) FL
 Blue Grass, Hightown
McDowell: David R. Boger (16) RE
 Doe Hill, McDowell, McKendree, Totten
Monterey: Bobbi Jo Gardner (3) SY
 Asbury, Green Hill, Monterey
LEXINGTON
Trinity: Joseph J. Cailles (1)
ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY
Collierstown: James A. Bollinger (4.5) FL 
 Collierstown, Mt. Horeb
Ebenezer-Marvin: R. Michael Long (3) SY
 Ebenezer, Marvin
Fairfield: Elizabeth von Trapp Walker (5) 
 Emory, Fairfield
Rockbridge: Lucy Jackson Hughes (3) RL
 Beth Horon, Elliott’s Hill, Mt. Zion

STAUNTON
Central: Won Un (4)
Cherryvale: Clayton W. Payne (3) PE
Christ: Sarah D. Locke (3)
Marquis Memorial: Robert W. Sharp (7)
Saint John’s: Taylor C. Mertins (4)
Saint Paul’s: T. Bryson Smith (3)
Staunton-Grottoes: John Benson (4) SY
 Augusta Street, Mt. Moriah, Mt. Tabor
WAYNESBORO
Basic: Donald Gibson (13)
Glovier Memorial: Ryan M. Schaeffer (3) PE
Main Street: Linda Kusse-Wolfe (1) OE
 Certified Lay Minister: Harold E. Baldwin Jr. 
  (12) LM
Pleasant View: Eric Strother (4) SY
St. Mark’s-Wayne Hills: Mi Sook Ahn (2) PL
 St Mark’s, Wayne Hills

WINCHESTER DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Lawrence R.
 Thompson Jr. (7)
CLARKE COUNTY
Boyce-White Post: Martha T. Reynolds (1) PL
 Boyce, White Post
Crums: Thomas R. Barnard (2)
Duncan Mem. (Berryville): J. Jeffrey Butcher (3)
Marvin Chapel: Kenneth K. Patrick (14) RE
Millwood: Susan Gum Catlett (1) PL
Paris Mountain: Karen D. M. Adams (12) PL
 Mt. Carmel, Providence Chapel
FAUQUIER COUNTY
Cool Spring: Janet L. Martin (8) RL
Linden-Markham-Marshall Co-op. Parish:  
 Terry L. Hendricks (1) PE
  Linden, Markham, Marshall
Middleburg-Rectortown Co-op. Parish:  
 Steven W. Weedling (1) 
  Middleburg, Rectortown
St. Mark’s: Herbert E. Drake (1) PL
FREDERICK COUNTY
Brucetown: Yun Chol Kim (6) PE
Burnt Factory: C. Steven Melester (11) AM
Cedar Grove: Penny L.M. Pelter (2) FL 
 Little Mountain, Mt. Pleasant, Pleasant Vly.
Emmanuel: Barry L. Burkholder (2) 
Fairview-Refuge: Laetitia Schoeman (1) FL
 Fairview, Refuge
Francis Asbury: Anthony A. Wadsworth (4) RE
 Chestnut Grove, Howard Chapel
Gainesboro: Wm. Anthony Layman (1) RE
Grace (Middletown): W. Clay Knick (1) 
Greenwood-Montague Ave: Andy L. Brock (4)
 Greenwood, Montague Avenue
Kernstown: Aaron W. Fitch (3)
Macedonia: Michel Q. Mayton (3)
North Frederick: Thomas W. Reynolds (4) FL
 Rest, White Hall
Old Bethel-Welltown Cooperative Parish: Carl 
 M. Chapman (2) PE 
  Old Bethel, Welltown

Pleasant View: Haley M. dos Santos (3) FL 
 Mt. Pleasant-Lamps, Mountain View
Redland: Melissa D. Porter-Miller (4)
Relief-Hites: J. Richard McDowell (3)
 Hites Chapel, Relief
Round Hill: Penny L. Wilson Jr. (4)
Shockeysville: TBS
Stephens City: J. Robert Schoeman (1)
Wesley Chapel-Pine Grove: Philip H.  
 Brumback (3) PL
  Pine Grove, Wesley Chapel
LOUDOUN COUNTY
Bethany (Purcellville): Michael D. Finn- 
 McKenzie (5)
Evergreen: F.W. Giessler II (18)
Harmony (Hamilton): David R. Drinkard (2)
Leesburg: James N. Wishmyer (10)
 Minister of Administration: Wayne R.  
  Reynolds (9) LM
 Dir. of Children’s Ministry: Heather L. 
  Wray (1) PD
Loudoun: John M. Kelley (1) SY
  Unison, Upperville
Lovettsville: Eugenie Finn-McKenzie (5)
 Bethel, Mt. Pleasant
Mt. Olivet: Walton C. Forstall II (1) 
Purcellville Circuit: Alphonso L. Irving (10) FL
 Austin Grv, Grace Annex, Powells Grv
Rehoboth: Eunji Kim (1) PL
Round Hill: Daniel A. Wray (1)
Short Hill: Marcellus H. Jagoe IV (2) PL
 Ebenezer, Hillsboro
West Loudoun: Wesley S. Corber (6) PL
 Bluemont, Roszell Chapel
Mt. Zion-Willisville Chapel Cooperative  
 Parish: Wilhelmina Sumpter (1)
  Mt. Zion (Hamilton), Mt. Zion (Lees 
  burg), Willisville Chapel
WARREN COUNTY
Bethel: Ralph H. Crabill (2) RE
Front Royal-John Wesley Cooperative  
 Parish: Alan T. Combs (1) 
  Front Royal, John Wesley
Howellsville: Francis P. Bertrand (5) PL
Reliance-Ridings Chapel: Linda H. Lowe (3)
 Reliance, Ridings Chapel
Riverton: C. Marc Roberson (3)
Warren: Sherry L. Waddell (4) FL
 Asbury, Bennetts Chapel, Limeton
WINCHESTER
Amor y Paz-Mt. Olive Cooperative Parish:  
 Victor R. Gomez (2)
  Amor y Paz, Mt. Olive
Braddock Street: G. Kirk Nave (5)
 Associate: J. Adam Sowder (4)
 Min. of Serve Min.: Joanna S. Dietz (2) FD
First: William M. White (8)
John Mann–Wesley Cooperative Parish: R.  
 Douglas Geeting (1) 
  John Mann, Wesley
Market Street: Keiko T. Foster (1)
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YORK RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent: Seonyoung Kim (3) 
CHARLES CITY COUNTY
Memorial: Jennifer A. Mercer (1) FL
GLOUCESTER COUNTY
Bellamy: Kenneth Stephen Waclo (8)
Bethany (Gloucester Pt.): Deborah T. Marion (4)
Bethlehem: Carol I. Bookwalter (4.5) RE
Gloucester-Mathews: Paul F. Gillespie (3) FL
 Locust Grove, Mt. Zion
New Hope: Chong Ho Yang (2)
Salem-Olive Branch: Rita L. Staul (14)
 Olive Branch, Salem
Singleton: Calvin J. Griffin (7.5) 
Susanna Wesley: J. Garrett Livermon (8) 
HAMPTON
Bethany: Suzanne D. Gibson (2)
East Hampton: Timothy M. Porter (1) PL
First (Fox Hill): Brian K. Sixbey (7)
First (Hampton): Candace L. Martin (2)
Fox Hill Central: Eric J. Vaudt (3) PE 
Kecoughtan: Booker D. Brown Jr. (1) PL
 Aldersgate, Central
Phoebus: Robert E. Rough (6) PL
Saint James: Michael L. Nelson (1)
Saint Mark’s: Reginald G. Rumburg (1) AM
Wallace Memorial: Herbert Brynildsen Jr. (2) FL
Wesley: Gretchen O.S. Nelson (1)
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY
Benn’s: Orville H. Burton (9)
Bethany: Michael T. Frank (3) 
Oak Grove-Riverview: TBS
 Oak Grove, Riverview
Trinity: Jeffery Lee Cannon (6)
Uzzell: Rebecca W. Gwaltney (5) PL
Woodland: Amanda H. Newman (3) PE
JAMES CITY COUNTY
Mount Vernon: Ann On-Lin Tang (2)
New Town: J. Michael Derflinger (3) 
Wellspring: Edward A. Hopkins (7)
KING & QUEEN COUNTY
Shackelfords Chapel: Charles J. McHose (7) RE
KING WILLIAM COUNTY
West Point: Gordon K. Meriwether (2) FL
MATHEWS COUNTY
Bethel-St. Matthew: Ralph G. Satter (3) RE 
 Bethel, St. Matthew
Beulah-St. Paul: Delia M. Parrish (6) 
 Beulah, St. Paul
Central: Ji Hoon “John” Choi (2)
Mathews Chapel: Lisa R. Blackmonson (2)
Salem: Meghan Roth Clayton (2)
West Mathews: Jeongin Kim (3) PE 
 Emmanuel, Grace-Providence
MIDDLESEX COUNTY
Clarksbury: Kenneth E. Cleveland (3) FL 
Lower Church: Ileana Rosario (2) 
Middlesex: Timothy R. Earnhardt (2) FL
 Forest Chapel, Old Church
Urbanna: Hyung Il Moon (6) 

NEW KENT COUNTY
New Kent: Seokchane Suh (1) FL
 Pamunkey, Tabernacle
NEWPORT NEWS
Asbury: C. Leon Basham Jr. (2) PL
Chestnut Memorial: Robert M. Chapman (3) 
Christ: Thomas G. Tipton (5)
First: Robert L. Haley (5)
Grace: Forrest H. Teague Jr. (2)
Holy Cross International: Yoon Seok Choi 
 (7) OE
Trinity: Donald L. Blagg (1) RL
Parkview: Timothy M. Porter (5) PL
Warwick Memorial: 
 Co-Pastor: Regina Anderson-Cloud (4)
 Co-Pastor: Bert Cloud (4)
  Associate: Peggy M. Langille (1) FL  

POQUOSON
Tabernacle: James N. Earley II (2)
 Associate:  Brenton A. Staul (2) PL  
Trinity: Charles R. Stacy (5) 
WILLIAMSBURG
Williamsburg: Matthew W. Jones (7)
 Associate: Kirsten ‘Kay’ Barré (4)
 Min. of Congregational Care: Helen 
  Casey-Rutland (4)
YORK COUNTY
Crooks Memorial: Lisa A. Barbery (4)
Providence: C. Douglas Akers (7)
Saint Luke’s: Douglas D. Gestwick (11)
 Associate: Clara P. Gestwick (11)
 Youth Pastor: Timothy Craft (1) PD
Zion: David C. Magruder (3) PE 

EXTENSION MINISTRIES AND  
OTHER APPOINTMENTS
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT
Tonya Douce—Student, Clinical Mental 

Health Counseling Program, University of 
North Florida (Fairlington)

Andrew S. Ensz (PE)—Minister Director of 
Arise, United College Ministries in North-
ern Virginia (Messiah)

Morgan Guyton—Director, NOLA Wesley 
Foundation, Tulane and Loyola Universi-
ties (Burke) 

J. Denise Honeycutt—Exec Director, Global 
Ministries Center for Mission Innovation 
(St. Matthew’s) 

Lucretia Hurley-Browning—Chaplain/
Counselor, Abramson Cancer Center at 
Pennsylvania Hospital (Aldersgate) 

David F. McAllister-Wilson— President, 
Wesley Seminary (Fairlington) 

Drema McAllister-Wilson—On loan: Minis-
ter of Congregational Care, Metropolitan 
Memorial UMC, Baltimore-Washington 
Conference (Fairlington) 

Pamela G. Meeuwissen (PL)—Chaplain/ 
Spiritual Care Counselor, Mary Washing-
ton Hospice (Christ) 

Marianne K. Nassef—Chaplain, US Air Force 
(Fairlington) 

Lemuel E. Pearsall Jr.—Chaplain, US Army 
(Good Shepherd) 

R. Kendall Soulen—Professor of Systematic 
Theology, Candler (Annandale) 

J. Pat Watkins—Ministry with God’s 
Renewed Creation, Missionary, General 
Board of Global Ministries (St. Matthew’s) 

Susan E. Willhauck (FD)—Associate Profes-
sor of Pastoral Theology, Atlantic School 
of Theology (St. Matthew’s) 

ARLINGTON DISTRICT
Sarah L. K. Calvert—Bi-District Coordinator 

for Church Revitalization and Leadership 
Development (Floris) 

Tammie E. Crews— Brigade Chaplain, US 
Army (The Vine) 

Melissa R. Dunlap—Arlington District Coor-
dinator for Church Development (Vine)

Kotosha Seals Griffin (PE)—On Loan: Pastor, 
St. Matthews UMC, Metairie, Louisiana 
Conference (Galloway) 

Gary L. Hulme—President/CEO and Pastoral 
Counselor, Pastoral Counseling of North-
ern VA (Mount Olivet) 

Sangkeun Kim—Professor of Mission 
Studies, Theology Department, Yonsei 
University, Korea (Korean UMC Greater 
Washington) 

Paul A. Nixon—New Church Development 
Strategist, GBOD and CEO, Epicenter 
Group (Arlington Temple) 

Martha M. Real (FD)—Executive Director, 
GRACE Ministries of The UMC (Floris) 

Charles K. Tran—On loan: Pastor, Vietnam-
ese Fellowship, San Jose, CA, Cal-Nev 
Conference (First Vietnamese) 



VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 201620

CHARLOTTESVILLE DISTRICT
James H. Chandler—360 Intentionality 

(TBD)
Barry Penn Hollar—Professor of Religion and 

Philosophy, Shenandoah U. (Madison) 
Deborah E. Lewis—Director & Campus Min-

ister, Wesley Foundation, UVA (Wesley 
Memorial) 

Thomas W. Sherrod—Director of Pastoral 
Care, Iredell Hospital, Statesville, N.C. 
(Mt. View) 

Adam James White—Chaplain, Director 
of Service Learning, and Religion Dept. 
Chair, Virginia Episcopal School (Wesley 
Memorial) 

DANVILLE DISTRICT
Brenda L. Rose—Pastoral Counselor, 

Chrysalis Counseling and Consultation 
Center, Inc. (Smith Memorial) 

EASTERN SHORE DISTRICT
Brenda Lee Laws (FD)—Case Manager, Intel-

lectual Disabilities Services, ESCSB 

ELIZABETH RIVER DISTRICT
Frank P. Decker—Vice-President, Member 

Care and Development, The Mission 
Society (GA) (Community, Portsmouth)

James R. Driscoll—Operations and Mobili-
zation Chaplain, Army Chief of Chaplains 
Office (Baylake) 

Joseph T. Eldridge—University Chaplain, 
American University (Epworth) 

Pamela J. Gable—On loan: Pastor, Moga-
dore UMC, E. Ohio Conference (Great 
Bridge)

Amy Dawn Johnson—Staff Chaplain, Sen-
tara Norfolk General Hospital (Foundry)

Anne West Kesner (PD)—Chaplain, The 
Children’s Hospital of The King’s Daugh-
ters (New Creation) 

Joel M. LeMon—Associate Prof. of Old 
Testament, Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University (Ebenezer) 

Patricia S. Money—On loan: Jason Lee 
Memorial UMC, Blackfoot, Idaho, in the 
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference (TBD)

Charles E. Rowley—Chaplain, U.S. Navy 
(New Creation) 

Brent M. Seusy—Peninsula Pastoral Coun-
seling Center (TBD)

Gregory B. West—Chaplain, Virginia Wes-
leyan College (Ebenezer)

Dirk Anthony Wooten (PE) —On loan: 
Grove Ave UMC, Johnstown, PA, Western 
Pennsylvania Conference (TBD)

FARMVILLE DISTRICT 
Charles F. Baber Jr. (FD)—On loan: Minister 

to Youth and Families, Highland UMC, 
Raleigh, North Carolina Conference 
(Oakwood) 

George H. Donigian—On loan: Pastor, New 
Hope UMC, Anderson, SC, South Carolina 
Conference (Jamieson Memorial) 

Richard L. Meiser Jr.—Campus Minister/ 
Director, Wesley Foundation, Longwood 
and Hampden-Sydney (Antioch) 

Tasi B. Perkins—Student, Ph. D. Program, 
Georgetown University

T. McKennon Shea—Major Gifts Officer, 
Duke Divinity School (Farmville) 

FREDERICKSBURG DISTRICT
Gerald C. Headley III—Student, Doctor of 

Ministry Program, Wesley Theological 
Seminary 

Caitlin Proctor (PD)—Student, Clinial Pasto-
ral Education, Vidant Health, Greenville, 
NC

Teresa Signer Smith—Director, New Path-
ways Ministries (New Hope) 

HARRISONBURG DISTRICT
Benjamin D. Burks—Executive Director, 

Virginia Baptist Homes (Asbury) 
Thomas W. Crosby—Executive Director, 

Camp Overlook (TBD)
Julie Ann Haushalter—Director, Lavender 

Center for Education and Retreats (Vision 
of Hope) 

D. Brent Levy (PE)—On loan: Christ UMC 
(Chapel Hill), North Carolina Conference

Paul Ritter (PL)—Correctional Chaplain, 
Augusta Correctional Center, Chap-
lain Service Prison Ministry of VA, Inc., 
(Mountain Valley) 

JAMES RIVER DISTRICT
Delano Douglas (FL)—Director, United 

Campus Ministries, Virginia State Univer-
sity (Ettrick) 

J. Stanley Hargraves—Registrar, Union 
Presbyterian Seminary (Chester)

Robin C.M. Jones (FL)—Director of the Spiri-
tual Care Program, Jackson-Feild Homes 
(Salem) 

James G. O’Quinn—James River District 
Director of Congregational Excellence 
(West Dinwiddie)

Donna B. Smith (FL)—Chaplain, Greenville 
Correctional Center (TBD)

R. Shaun Smith (FL)—UMCOR Construction 
Supervisor, Virginia (TBD)

John D. White (FD)—Autism Teacher, 
Chesterfield County Schools (Trinity/ 
Chesterfield) 

LYNCHBURG DISTRICT
Ashley Abarca-Mitchell—On loan: Min. of 

Comm. Outreach and Evangelism, Frank-
lin First UMC, Tennessee Conference 
(Main Street, Bedford) 

Dori Baker—Dir. of Spiritual Life/Chaplain, 
Sweet Briar College, and Research Fellow, 
Forum for Theological Exploration (Lane 
Memorial) 

Marc D. Brown—Director of Connectional 
Ministries, Virginia Conference (Em-
manuel)

Ray A. Buchanan—Founder and Interna-
tional President, Stop Hunger Now, Inc. 
(Bedford Circuit) 

RICHMOND DISTRICT
Caitlyn Fox Bailey (PE)—Chaplain, VCU 

Health Systems (Westover Hills)
Lindsey Baynham—Associate Director, 

Center for Clergy Excellence, Virginia 
Conference (TBD) 

Florence F. Brooks—Chaplain, The Hermit-
age at Cedarfield (Bon Air)

David E. Carl Jr.—Ex. Dir. of Spiritual Care & 
Education, Carolinas Health Care System, 
Charlotte, NC and On loan: Pastor, Big 
Spring UMC, WNC Conference (River Rd.) 

Allen E. Gunther Jr.—Battalion Command 
Chaplain, US Army (Skipwith) 

Lynda W. Harding (FD)—Clinic Manager/
Chaplain, Crossover Healthcare Ministry 
(New Song) 

Kendra D. Grimes—Chaplain, Randolph- 
Macon College

Stephen C. Hundley—President, United 
Methodist Insurance (TBD) 

Virginia A. Lee (FD)—Associate Professor of 
Christian Education and Dir. of Deacon 
Studies, Garrett-Evangelical Seminary 
(Reveille) 

Amy V. Lenow (FD)—Pastoral Counselor, 
VIPCARE (Trinity) 

Meredith L. McNabb—Director, Center for 
Clergy Excellence, Virginia Conference 
(Boulevard) 

Kathie B. Anthony Gooch—Director, Pace 
Center at VCU (Centenary)

Mark V. Ogren—Dir. Of Congregational 
Excellence, Virginia Conference (Duncan 
Memorial)

Jinwook Oh (FD)—Director/Minister, Milal 
Mission (Shady Grove Short Pump) 
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Nancy Robinson (FD)—Southeastern Juris-
diction Mission Advocate (Lakeside) 

Michelle Renee Thorne Mejia (PE)—On loan: 
Community UMC, Annapolis Southern 
Region, Baltimore-Washington Confer-
ence (Asbury Memorial) 

Joseph Torrence (FD)—Minister to Youth 
and Church Relations, UMFS (St. Mat-
thew’s) 

Dorothee Tripodi—Assoc. Dir. of Supervised 
Ministry and Vocational Planning, Union 
Presbyterian Seminary (Westover Hills) 

ROANOKE DISTRICT
M. Lynne Alley-Grant—Ministry Coach, 

Epicenter Group (Fieldstone)
Stephen Darr—Campus Ministry Dir., Com-

munity College Ministries (Blacksburg) 
Bret-Ashton G. Gresham—Director/Campus 

Minister, Wesley Foundation at VA Tech 
(Blacksburg)

Jeffrey C. Pugh—Professor of Religious 
Studies, Elon (South Roanoke) 

WINCHESTER DISTRICT
B. Justin Allen—Dean of Spiritual Life and 

Director of The Institute for Church 
Professions, Shenandoah University 
(Braddock Street) 

Rhonda VanDyke Colby—Vice-President 
for Student Life, Shenandoah University 
(Braddock Street) 

Joshua R. Orndorff (PE)—Chaplain, 
Randolph-Macon Academy (Riverton)

Sara E. Pugh Montgomery—On loan: Pastor, 
Coweta First UMC, Muskogee District, OK 
Conference (Braddock Street)

Cynthia I. Zirlott (FD)—Protestant Chaplain, 
United Campus Ministry, Frostburg State 
University (Secondary appt.: Frostburg 
UMC; Charge Conference: First)

YORK RIVER DISTRICT
Koren B. Robins (PE)—On loan: Pastor, St. 

Paul UMC, North Carolina Conference

DIACONAL,
DEACONESS
& HOME
MISSIONER
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT
Brenda Romenius (DC)—Director of Chris-

tian Education, Saint John’s UMC (Saint 
John’s)

DANVILLE DISTRICT
Lynn Meeks (DM)—Rocky Mount UMC, 

Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
Elizabeth “Lisa” Nichols (DC)—Exec. Dir./

Church and Community Worker, Henry 
Fork Service Center (Redwood)

ELIZABETH RIVER DISTRICT
Laarni S. Bibay (DC)—Children Health Ad-

vocate/Medical Mission Project Coordi-
nator, Tidewater Pediatrics, Portsmouth 
(Resurrection)

Haniel Garibay (HM)—Cross Cultural Com-
mon Witness Coordinator, Methodist 
Federation for Social Action (Resurrec-
tion)

Olma Eleanor Garibay Olay-May (DC)—
Multi-Ministry Director, Resurrection 
UMC (Resurrection)

Anselma “Emma” Samson (DC)—Coordi-
nator for Leadership Development for 
Church and Community, Resurrection 
UMC (Resurrection)

FREDERICKSBURG DISTRICT
Susan Lewandowski (DC)—GED Instruc-

tor, Rappahannock Area Regional Adult 
Education (Fredericksburg)

RICHMOND DISTRICT
Diane W. Hassell (DC)—Outreach Ministres 

(Mount Pisgah)
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To have your church or church organization featured 
in the “Disciples helping to transform the world”  
section, e-mail your story and photos to  
MadelinePillow@vaumc.org by the first of the 
month. Stories should be approximately 100 words, 
and photos should be 300 dpi jpgs.

DISCIPLES HELPING TO  
TRANSFORM THE WORLD

▲Blessing of the Bikes invited 
motorcycle riders to join together in 
fellowship and prayer at St. James 
UMC in Churchville, Va. The Rev. 
Lester Kennedy prayed for each rider 
individually before the group departed 
on a ride that took them on the beau-
tiful backroads from the village of 
Churchville to Goshen’s Pass and back 
again for a lunch served at the 
church. Many bikers took the 
opportunity to share personal 
prayer concerns with those 
leading the event. The ride 
took place on April 23 and 
several people have already 
called the church to find out 
when the next outing will be. 

This year Cal-
loway United 
Methodist Church, 
Arlington Dis-
trict, is celebrat-
ing 150 years 
of welcoming, 
connecting to 
and growing 
servants for 
the Lord. We 
are humbled that 
God saw fit to 
keep us in the 
vineyard 
for over a 

century, and that God’s grace, mercy 
and strength continues to flow as 
we heed the call. We have planned 
several events for the duration of 
this year, but we’d like to highlight a 
very special visitor, “Elizabeth”, who 
helped kick-off our year-long celebra-
tion by sharing her experiences as a 
member of Calloway back in 1866. 

Even now, we fondly recall her 
time with us. See the photo 

of “Elizabeth” portrayed by 
Marjorie Long-Brown. 

Twenty-eight volun-
teers from Beulah UMC, 

Richmond, took part in our 
project during spring break, 

working on a Beulah 
neighborhood home. 

For four days, we 
loaded and hauled 

trash, replaced 
windows, played 
with the kids, 
removed old 
cabinets and 
countertops 
and installed 

new ones and 
repaired plumb-

ing problems.
This 

was an 
intergen-

▲

▲
erational team, with youth including 
young men from our soccer team, par-
ents, grandparents and other adults. 
Our kitchen team made sure we were 
well nourished with breakfast and 
lunch each day at Base Camp Beulah.

mailto:MadelinePillow@vaumc.org
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A proud LEGACY of empowering 
KIDS and FAMILIES

We appreciate all you have done for us and 
hope you will continue to help us as the 
source of support for children and families 
in need. 

3900 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23230 

www.umfs.org/donate

www.umfs.org/donate
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General Conference 2016
Opening worship at General Conference 2016.
Photos on this page by Kathleen Barry, UMNS.
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General Conference 2016
Go therefore and 
make disciples 
of all nations, 

baptizing them in 
the name of the 
Father and of the 
Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to 
obey everything 

that I have 
commanded you. 
And remember, 
I am with you 
always, to the 
end of the age. 

MAT THEW 28 : 19 -20

25
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The United Methodist 
Church’s top legislative 
body, was fraught with 
tension noticeable in the 
fact that it took three days 

just for the rules to be approved. 
A total of 864 delegates (22 from Virginia) met in Portland, 

Ore., May 10-20 to consider 1044 petitions as legislative com-
mittees and as a body. General Conference meets every four 
years and is the only body that speaks for the entire, global 
denomination. 

A number of hot-button issues were up for review includ-
ing issues over human sexuality, the 2017-2020 budget and 
the global church structure.  

During this process to approve the rules, Rule 44, a 
proposed group-discernment process that would allow an 
alternative method to discuss complicated legislation such as 
sexuality, was voted down. 

Rule 44 was recommended by the Commission on General 
Conference at the request of General Conference 2012 as an 
alternative process to Robert’s Rules of Order. 

After the rules were approved, 6:30 p.m. adjournments 
left late-night sessions in the past for attendees of General 
Conference 2016. 

Human Sexuality 
The General Conference called for the Council of Bishops to 

lead them in the human sexuality issue on May 17. 
The Rev. Tom Berlin, pastor of Floris UMC and episcopal 

candidate, stood on the plenary floor as one of the voices ask-
ing for leadership from the bishops. 

“This morning, Bishop Ough said that at General Confer-
ence, the role of the bishop was to preside. Quite frankly, 
Bishop, we think it’s your role to lead. We are asking for your 
leadership,” said Berlin. 

The Council of Bishops came back the next day with a rec-
ommendation for a study commission and the possibility to 
call a special General Conference before 2020 in regards to the 
human sexuality issue. General Conference voted to accept 
their recommendation. 

The decision by delegates to defer the sexuality debate 
eased some tension within the body with protests by Recon-
ciling Ministries and other groups taking a more muted tone 
through silent protests in and outside the plenary hall for the 
rest of General Conference 2016. 

Main issuesGeneral Conference 2016, 

Virginia delegation gathers for prayer following the close of General 
Conference 2016.
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Church Budget
On May 20, a general church budget of $604 million was 

approved for the next quadrennium, an increase from the 
$603.1 million approved at 2012 General Conference. 

 
PROPOSED BUDGET ALLOCATION

$310.7 million for the World Service Fund that supports 
most of the denomination’s 13 general agencies (includ-
ing United Methodist Communications, which encom-
passes United Methodist News Service)

$104.9 million for the Ministerial Education Fund that 
supports United Methodist seminaries and provides 
financial aid for United Methodist seminary students

$92 million for the Episcopal Fund, which supports ac-
tive bishops, their support staff, retired bishops, surviv-
ing spouses and minor children of deceased bishops

$41.9 million for the Black College Fund that supports 
11 United Methodist-related historically black colleges 
and universities

$36.9 million for the General Administration Fund, 
which supports General Conference, Judicial Council, the 
United Methodist Commission on Archives and History, 
and the General Council on Finance and Administration

Nearly $9.4 million for Africa University in Mutare,  
Zimbabwe

$8.2 million for the Interdenominational Cooperation 
Fund, which supports the church’s ecumenical work

-United Methodist Communications

Sand Creek massacre
United Methodists looked back to the past to a historic 

tragedy in 1864 in which the denomination was involved in 
the slaughter of Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians. A historian 
and descendants of the massacre’s survivors attended the 
presentation. 

Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky, Mountain Sky Episcopal Area, 
worked with the descendants to plan the event and Otto 
Braided Hair Jr., a Northern Cheyenne descendant of survivors 
from the massacre, to co-chair a panel to oversee a complete 
remembrance of the event. 

In 1996, General Conference apologized for the denomi-
nation’s involvement but historical details were not fully 
disclosed and failed to be respectful to descendants. In 2012, 

delegates engaged in an “Act of Repentance” worship service, 
focusing on restoring relationships with indigenous people 
and a petition was approved calling for full disclosure of the 
UMC’s role in the event. 

“We now extend our hand in friendship to the Method-
ist Church,” said William Walks Along, a Northern Cheyenne 
descendent of massacre survivors. “We have developed a 
measure of trust, respect and honor for each other.”

New Hymnal
A new hymnal is on track for the next General Conference, 

the first since 1989. The hymnal will be Internet-cloud based 
and print-on-demand, the first-tech hymnal for a mainline 
denomination. The approval authorizes a petition for the 
creation of a 15-member Hymnal Revision Committee. The 
United Methodist Publishing House and Discipleship Ministries 
share responsibility for the hymnal. 

General Conference 2020 will need to approve the Hymnal 
Advisory Committee’s recommendations, and a new hymnal 
could be available as early as 2021. 

Plan UMC Revised 
The Judicial Council declared on May 9 that Plan UMC, a 

plan to realign the structure of the church, features some 
unconstitutional elements in terms of issues of authority. This 
revised plan would have given new authority and power to 
the Connectional Table, a church coordinating body. 

Anniversaries and Presentations 
Several anniversaries were acknowledged at General Con-

ference including the 60th anniversary of the church granting 
full clergy rights to women, the 200th anniversary of Francis 
Asbury’s death and United Methodist Women which will soon 
turn 150. 

On May 18, delegates celebrated the success of the Imag-
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Celebration on the main stage for the Imagine No Malaria campaign on May 18. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS.
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ine No Malaria initiative that launched in 2008. 
Jeremy Rosado, season 11 top 12 contestant on “American 

Idol,” performed “Able,” a song commissioned in celebration of 
the Imagine No Malaria initiative. 

Bishop term limits
Strong support was given by the delegates for bishop term 

limits for United States bishops, but did not meet the two-
thirds majority required to change the church constitution. 

Sacrament administration for deacons 
Deacons will now find a less complicated process in order 

to request permission to administer sacraments. Now deacons 
can directly ask their resident bishops for permission. 

Worship 
Worship at General Conference was reflective of the 

number of cultures and worship styles within The United 
Methodist Church. Emphasis was placed on the number of 
languages in the room and many opportunities were taken to 
allow delegates and visitors to speak and sing in their native 
languages. 

In the midst of this music were stirring words from various 
bishops. 

Bishop Sally Dyck, Chicago Episcopal Area, was inspired by 
Pope Francis’ recent call for Catholics toward mercy. 

“He said ‘Go and do mercy in all the places that you are’ to 
every Catholic. I want to be part of a church that has a year of 
mercy, a decade of mercy, a millennium of mercy,” Dyck said. 

Bishop James Swanson Sr., Mississippi Episcopal Area, 
spoke on Matthew 12:43-45 and the force at work in the 

world that seeks to sway Jesus’ followers from their path of 
faith. 

During a rousing finish, Bishop Swanson reminded those 
present that disagreements in the Church, while present, 
should not make the Church disagree about God. 

“It’s all right for you to disagree with me but it’s not all 
right for you to hate me. It’s all right for you to plot to win, 
but never use the weapons of Satan against the people of 
God,” said Swanson.

On the final day of General Conference 2016, Bishop Elaine 
Stanovsky, Mountain Sky Episcopal Area, reminded everyone 
in attendance that “we will not leave divided because God is 
not finished with us yet!”

Speaking on Jesus’ resurrection in the book of Matthew, 
she likened prejudices and ill-feelings toward others and situ-
ations as allowing oneself to remain in the tomb rather than 
to enter into the resurrection story. Specifically she men-
tioned assumptions about the LGBTQ community and African 
delegates. 

“If you believe that the Bible condemns homosexuality, 
but have never asked a gay Christian how they understand the 
Bible, you gotta get out of that tomb. If you believe that all 
African delegates are voting from somebody else’s game plan, 
you gotta get out of that tomb,” Stanovsky said.
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With hands and feet bound, the Rev. Will Green protests the denomi-
nation’s policies on human sexuality. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Cadets from Randolph-Macon Academy (R-MA), Front Royal, Va., perform 
at Higher Education night at General Conference 2016.
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tionally seek God's will for the future,” said Council of 
Bishops president Bishop Bruce Ough in announcing the 
recommendation.

The bishops also suggested they might call a special 
General Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such 
proposals, Ough said. He also leads the Dakotas-Minnesota 
Episcopal Area.

Other bishops stood behind Ough as he read the state-
ment.

Talk of possible schism has been in the hallways, and 
legislation is on the table that would allow congregations 
to disaffiliate from the denomination with their property. 
That legislation has been pushed by United Methodists 
who support the current church teachings on homosexual-
ity.

“As far as we can discover, this is the first time that a 
General Conference has ever made such a request of the 
Council of Bishops, and we have accepted this request with 
humility,” Ough told the gathering. 

The bishops’ statement did not receive the unanimous 
vote of the council’s members, Ough acknowledged. But 
the support was overwhelming, he said.

He added that unanimity is not required for unity.
It is unclear how complaints against clergy will move 

forward, if they are accused of violating the Book of Disci-
pline's prohibitions related to homosexuality.

The bishops' statement said: "We will continue to 

What’s Next?: Steps following GC2016
Abundant Health Program 
General Conference 2016 looked to build onto the mo-

mentum caused by the success of the Imagine No Malaria 
(INM) campaign by introducing the next step: Abundant 
Health: Our Promise to Children. 

With 6 million children dying worldwide from prevent-
able diseases, Abundant Health will be an effort to reach 
1 million children with lifesaving and health-promoting 
measures by the next General Conference in 2020. 

Dr. Olusimbo Ige, executive director of General Minis-
tries’ Global Health program, said a lack of abundant health 
“is not only when you are sick. It can also mean that your 
potential for good health is not fully realized. We want to 
connect with every child in every place, and we are calling 
on every church and every individual to join us in this ef-
fort.”

Abundant Health is being coordinated by the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. It will initially focus on 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Haiti, Liberia, Mozambique 
and Nigeria, Ige said later. She also expressed concern 
about the United States, where she said childhood obesity 
has more than doubled in the last 30 years.

Learn more at www.umcmission.org with the Abundant 
Health Media Kit. 

– Crystal Caviness and Barbara Dunlap-Berg, 
United Methodist Communications 

Special Commission 
Late afternoon May 18, the delegates voted by 428 to 

405 to accept the recommendation of the Council of Bish-
ops to delay a debate on homosexuality at this gathering 
of the denomination’s top legislative assembly and let a 
proposed commission study church regulations.

The bishops asked for the body’s permission to name 
a special commission that would completely examine and 
possibly recommend revisions of every paragraph in the 
Book of Discipline related to human sexuality. The commis-
sion would represent the different regions of a denomina-
tion on four continents as well as the varied perspectives 
of the church.

“We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The 
United Methodist Church in a ‘pause for prayer’ — to step 
back from attempts at legislative solutions and to inten-
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The Rev. Tom Berlin stands to address the presiding 
bishop and the General Conference body.

 

http://www.umcmission.org/ArticleDocuments/986/AbundantHealthInitiativeMediaKit.pdf.aspx?Embed=Y
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explore options to help the church live in grace with one 
another — including ways to avoid further complaints, trials 
and harm while we uphold the Discipline." 

However, advocates for greater inclusion of LGBTQ indi-
viduals in the life of the church, saw the bishops' recom-
mendations as a sign of hope. 

"I count this decision as a victory for the LGBTQ cause, 
though our division is not yet reconciled," said the Rev. 
Frank Schaefer, whose church trial for officiating at his 
son's same-sex wedding made international headlines. 
Schaefer's clergy credentials were removed and then on 
appeal restored.

"I hope that our bishops will take their mandate very 
seriously and will be able to lead us toward reconciliation 
and unity," Schaefer's statement continued.

The Rev. Rob Renfroe, president of the unofficial evan-
gelical caucus Good News, released a statement saying the 
commission had the potential to resolve differences but 
also is "fraught with peril."

He said the bishops must make sure to include "well-
known and respected leaders of the traditionalist and 
orthodox renewal movement" on the commission.

– Heather Hahn and Sam Hodges, United Methodist Communications 

BONUS for our 
online subscribers:

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it

: P
au

l J
ef

fr
ey

, U
M

N
S 

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it

: P
au

l J
ef

fr
ey

, U
M

N
S 

 

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it

: P
au

l J
ef

fr
ey

, U
M

N
S 

The Rev. Ileana Rosario, pastor of Lower UMC, York River District, 
leads the assembly in a Thanksgiving Litany of Praise. 

Listen to this audio clip of “ Alleluia, the Great 
Storm is Over” led by the Rev. Alex Joyner and the 
Virginia delegation.

Protests took place throughout General Conference by a number of groups 
including Reconciling Ministries. CLICK HERE for video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5UwTKgvy0Z8&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/9YFw3FnEs6Q
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Offered the chance to come to 
General Conference 2016 and 
volunteer, Erin Geoffrion and 

her husband, Pete, both pastors in the 
Charlottesville District, viewed General 
Conference (GC) for the first time and 
saw behind the scenes.  

For Erin, she expected there to be 
tension. 

“I'd heard that the combination of 
globally-diverse expressions of theol-
ogy, language differences, long hours, 
dark rooms and Robert's Rules of 
Order could be a recipe for chaos and 

angst,” Erin said. “After experiencing 
the environment firsthand, I can say 
that this was an extremely accurate 
expectation.” 

But Erin also found inspiration in 
the gathering of such diverse people. 
In their volunteer activities, Pete 
worked as a Spiritual Director in the 
GC Prayer Room and held morning 
devotionals for the Virginia delega-
tion. Erin worked as a front entrance 
greeter her first week, wearing a but-
ton indicating that she spoke French. 

Prayer emphasized at General 
Conference 

Prayer was a major focus of the 
2016 gathering with official prayer 
beads that were available for pur-
chase and were given out to attend-
ing delegates. 

As in prior years, a Prayer Room 
was available for delegate and visitor 
use. With different stations around the 
room, the low lighting and medita-
tive displays invited calm and prayer. 
Explorative prayer options were also 
available through two large floor 
prayer labyrinths, covering the front 
section of the room, a sand pit and 
art tables. 

Time spent serving in the Prayer 
Room for Pete was really a “process 
of hospitality and providing a space to 
help people find out where the Holy 
Spirit is working.” 

Some of Pete’s first lessons as a 
minister helped him as a volunteer at 
the Prayer Room. 

“It was about the need to be open 
to prayer and the need to be aware 
that we don’t always know where 
someone is coming from when they 
are asking for prayer,” Pete said. 
“Those have been large things also 
true for anyone entering in a new ap-
pointment, you’re trying to build trust 
quickly but at the same time, listen to 
where their actual needs are and to 
go from there.”  

College major surfaces as  
ministry tool 

Erin’s experience as a volunteer 
took an unexpected turn her  
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Virginia Clergy couple volunteer and experience 
General Conference for first time
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Bishop Young Jin Cho issued this letter following a letter from the 
Council of Bishops and their accepted recommendation by the General 
Conference 2016 about the issue of human sexuality.

http://www.vaumc.org/pages/news/gc2016/news_gc2016_statement-from-cob
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http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/council-of-bishops-follow-tradition-with-letter-to-the-church


The Rev. Denise Honeycutt offers prayer at her delegation table. 

The Rev. Rob Vaughn, pastor of Community of 
Faith UMC in Herndon, provided sign language 
interpretation for Scripture readings on May 13.

Clergy delegate Ileana Rosario reads 
materials in the Global Ministries 
legislative committee.

34 VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 2016



Warren Harper, 
Virginia Confer-
ence lay leader, 
was one of six 
laity represen-
tatives from 
across the global 
connection who 
presented the 
laity address to 
General Confer-
ence 2016 on 
May 13. 

Delegates continue on with 
plenary business as a silent 
protest occurs behind them. 

The Rev. Denise Honeycutt talks with the Rev. Beth Downs and Rev. Edward 
R. Walker  during a break in the proceedings. 

Clergy delegate Meredith McNabb casts her vote in the Ministry and 
Higher Education/Superintendency legislative committee.
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EQUIPPING FOR MINISTRY

By Joe Iovino

One Sunday during worship, 
you notice a visitor who looks 
vaguely familiar. Suddenly the 

pastor invites her forward to address 
the congregation. Now you remem-
ber. She is your district superinten-
dent. Oh no! Why is she here?

A numbness overcomes you as 
you hear the words. Your pastor is 
leaving. In several weeks, he will 
move to a new church. The DS then 
promises to return soon to introduce 
you to your new pastor.

Whether you dread losing your be-
loved pastor or welcome a change in 
leadership, it feels like everything in 
your church is about to change. While 
that is not completely true, your 
congregation will be going through a 
significant time of pastoral transition.

The Rev. Robert Kaylor, pastor of 
Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church 
in Monument, Colo., and author of 
“Your Best Move: Effective Leader-
ship Transitions for the Local Church,” 
points out that there are three phases 
of transition: ending or leaving, the 
neutral zone and new beginning. 
Each member can participate in every 
stage.

Pray
The first thing you can do is to 

pray for your current pastor, the new 
pastor and your congregation. Sur-
render your anxiety and trust God to 
work through the process.

Lend a hand
Soon after the District Superinten-

dent announces that your pastor is 
leaving, look for ways to be helpful. 
Your pastor and his/her family will 
need boxes for the move and might 
like help packing, taking apart bed 
frames or loading the U-Haul. Ask 
where you might be helpful.

Attend the farewell
Take time to celebrate this season 

of pastoral leadership as it ends. Eat, 
laugh, cry, celebrate and tell stories 
with your congregation. Don’t miss 
out on this important time.

Say a personal goodbye
“For me, as a pastor,” Kaylor said, 

“one of the things I really have ap-
preciated was when people took the 
time to sit down and write a note, 
expressing their appreciation for that 
time in ministry together.” He contin-

ued, “I keep those with me as I move 
to the new place… There’s no greater 
gift than that.”

“As a parishioner,” Kaylor contin-
ued, “I want to bless the pastor on 
his or her way out.” When we say 
goodbye well, “it not only helps the 
pastor, it helps me emotionally and 
spiritually make that transition; to say 
this has ended and now I’m looking 
forward to a new pastoral leader.”

Help get ready
As you await the arrival of your 

new pastor, your church may hold a 
painting party at the parsonage. Jump 
in. Participating in the preparations 
is an investment in the successful 
ministry of your new pastor.

Learn about the incoming 
pastor

Your church will probably post a 
profile of your new pastor and his/her 
family on the church website. Be sure 
to read it. In addition to the fun stuff, 
look for “the pastor’s heart,” Kaylor 
said. “What is the pastor really pas-
sionate about? What are the things I 
might have questions about in terms 
of the pastor’s story?”

“It’s not just looking at the resume. 
It is finding what it is that makes this 
person tick. How has God uniquely 
gifted them? Looking for those points 
of connection,” he said.

Saying hello
After participating in the ending 

phase and neutral zone, you are now 
ready to welcome your new pastoral 
leader.

Go to church that first Sunday
Invest in the continued success of 

your congregation by supporting your 
new pastor from the very start.

We’re getting a new pastor! 
What can I do?

36
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Give space
Pastors and their families have a 

lot to do when they first arrive—un-
packing boxes, getting the kids signed 
up for school, finding a new doctor 
and so much more. This might not be 
the best time to drop by the office or 
parsonage.

Take the initiative
Attend a meet-and-greet, join the 

pastor’s Bible study or invite her/him 
to coffee. “Make the effort to get to 
know the pastor,” Kaylor said, “be-
cause he or she is not going to have 
time to invest in every single parish-
ioner—particularly in a large church—in 
the way that they would like to. So 
take the initiative to go be with the 
pastor… that’s really, really critical.”

Resist quick judgments
Stressed, tired, nervous, uncertain, 

worried—your new pastor is feeling 
all of this and more. Look “beyond 
first impressions because sometimes 
that first impression can be difficult,” 
Kaylor said. “Extending grace…is abso-
lutely critical, and saying we’re going 
to give this time and we’re going to 
really invest in getting to know this 
pastor and so learn how we can be in 
ministry together.”

Expect the best
Things are changing. This is a new 

season in ministry. “Ask yourself as a 
congregation member,” Kaylor said, 
“What gifts do I have that I can invest 
in the success of this new season of 
ministry?”

That is always the goal. We strive 
for the success of our ministry to-
gether as pastor and congregation, so 
that, as our welcome of new mem-
bers concludes, “in everything God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”

– Joe Iovino, United Methodist Communications 

second week of GC. Most delegates 
and visitors by this time knew their 
way around the facility, so Erin offered 
to be an “on-call French speaker” for 
any needs in the volunteer office. 

“I had never before worked as 
a translator. I majored in French in 
college (JMU), but I never imagined 
it would come in handy in my life in 
ministry,” Erin said. “In fact, I used to 
joke about how useless a degree it 
seemed to be. But during GC, it turned 
out to be an invaluable gift.” 

On Monday, May 16, the second 
week of GC, Erin received a text asking 
for assistance in the volunteer office. 
She arrived to find a man in need 
of medical attention and an on-site 
medic who was struggling to commu-
nicate clearly. 

“Through my conversation with 
this man, his friends, the medic and 
other volunteers, it was determined 
that he should go to the ER of the 
local hospital. While we were iron-
ing out the details of how to get 
him there, another French-speaking 
woman came to the clinic. After 
examining her, the medic determined 
she also needed to go to the ER. And 
while the conditions of both were 
critical enough to warrant the ER, they 
were not so threatening as to require 
ambulances. So we needed taxis.”

The two patients each with friends, 
Erin and another volunteer made it to 
the hospital.  Helping both patients 
check in, Erin waited with them until 
the hospital’s translator arrived five 
hours later. During that time, Erin 
learned more about the faith of the 
four Congolese United Methodists. 

“We talked about the Church, dif-
ferences in style of church, families, 
education and the American health 
system. The kind of small talk a pastor 
often does when sitting with some-
one who is sick, scared and far from 
home. When they were leaving, one 
of the gentlemen, a pastor, prayed for 
the two patients, for the Conference 
and for me and my churches. It was 
a profoundly holy and humbling mo-
ment,” Erin said.  

Helping out with another medi-
cal emergency later in the week and 
some other issues, Erin felt “triple 
called” to these tasks. 

“First, I speak enough French to 
help everyone communicate. Second, 
I'm a pastor, so I know what it means 
to sit in a hospital with someone 
and wait (and wait). I know how to 
chat with nurses and doctors who 
have already had a long day and who 
now need help in helping. And third, 
I already knew the right people who 
were involved with GC, so I could easi-
ly answer or get answers for the ques-
tions from the hospital registration 
staff about why these folks were here, 
where they were staying, where the 
hospital could send future questions, 
etc. I'm not sure who else would have 
had that combination of knowledge. 
I was humbled and thrilled that God 
seemed to have put me in the right 
place at the right time.” 

– Erin is pastor of the Mineral-Mount Charge 
in the Charlottesville District and will be  

commissioned a Provisional Elder this year.  
Pete is pastor of the Orange Circuit charge,  

Charlottesville District. 

("CLERGY COUPLE," con't from pg. 31.)

Rev. Pete Geoffrion 
and his wife, Erin, 

both pastors in 
the Charlottesville 

District, got a unique 
perspective of Gen-
eral Conference by 

volunteering behind 
the scenes.
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Devotions from General Conference 2016-based scripture

LIVING THE WORD

Lori Valentine de 
Segovia is a gradu-
ate of Appalachian 

State University 
with degrees in both 

Elementary Education 
and Spanish. She stud-
ied History at Virginia 

Tech where she earned 
her Masters in History: 

Latin American Area 
Studies. Her Masters 
research focused on 

Methodist Mission 
History in Mexico. 
She serves as vice 

president for the SEJ 
Hispanic-Latino Cau-

cus. She is part of the 
Virginia Conference’s 

CEMCA (Committee 
for Ethnic Minority 

Concerns and Advo-
cacy) and is part of the 

General/Jurisdictional 
delegation 2016. In 

2014, She became a 
certified Lay Speaker 

and received a nation-
al recognition from 

the United Methodist 
Women for teaching: 

Latin America, People 
and Faith. Currently, 

she is the Director 
of Family Ministries 
for Larchmont UMC 

(Norfolk). She is a 
life-long Methodist, a 

mother of three young 
children and has been 

married for over 11 
years to the Rev. 

Gustavo Segovia. 

July 3, 2016
"Known by name"
Matthew 25: 31-43 RSV

When we first started a Hispanic Ministry 
as a young married couple, my hus-
band and I never anticipated the places 

it would take us. In the Hispanic community, I was 
often referred to as “pastora.” This is the same 
term for a female pastor, but culturally is a term 
of respect bestowed on the pastor’s wife, when 
she takes an active role in the ministry. Many 
clergy often comment on the bond that they 
have with their spiritual children, especially those 
whom they baptized. I have been present at the 
delivery of 13 lives and seen their first breath. 

It all started in the form of phone calls from 
women in the church, or folks who heard of us, 
who were in labor. Often there was not a hospital 
translator on call for the labor unit, or if there 
was, it was a man or via telephone. Many of these 
women, who requested I be present at such pre-
cious hours, did not want a man in the room nor 
the pastor. The first birth I was present for, was a 
lady from Mexico. When the hospital told her only 
one person in delivery, she asked her husband to 
leave. Then she looked at me to stay. One can 
imagine the shock on my face. I was there to visit 
as we often do when someone has a new baby. 
She was asking me to coach and translate the 
arrival!

Her labor was relatively quick, and she had a 
son. Being present meant explaining everything 
that transpired, the care the doctor needed to 
provide her, explaining the good news and pos-
sibly any bad news. The inexplicable moment was 
when she insisted I cut the umbilical cord. 

This was a very different experience for her 
than her other three children who were born 
in Mexico. The doctor certainly was not a man 
whom she did not meet before, nor who spoke 
her language. She did not trust her husband at 
that time to care for her under those circumstanc-
es. She put her trust in someone who would hold 
her hand through the pain. One of the greatest 
gifts we can share in ministry is the gift of pres-
ence. One never foresees the roles God will call 
you to serve, but we should always prepare. May 

we be blessed to be able to respond to God’s call.

July 10, 2016
"Called by God, sent in mission"
Isaiah 43: 8-13

Blessed be the God of Justice, who removes 
the vail of prejudice; Blessed be the God 
who delivers the oppressed to the place HE 

has prepared for them; Blessed be the God who 
chooses the medium for the voiceless; May our 
hearts not be troubled, que seamos valientes por 
Su Camino en que el Espiritú nos orienta.*

I saw many things at General Conference 
2016, most troubling being battles with the Holy 
Spirit I saw in those around me. We must ask 
ourselves what do we want? Do we want local, 
healthier churches that function in all levels of 
their communities or do we want to cut off our 
missional arms? Yes, we need to prune the tree 
my friends, but let’s not cut off the impending har-
vest simply because the buds are immature. Let us 
not act out of fear to walk in faith. Our Christian 
agency implores us to do what we are sent out to 
do, not what fear and personal power tell us. It 
must be God’s will. Fear is the greatest enemy.

How do we revive our church? Not by dwell-
ing in a place of fear. Yes, we may have tried that 
once a long time ago or maybe it was an idea 
that never came to fruition. We must stop letting 
fear dominate our lives. We are not called to be a 
people that tremble in fear, but to tremble by the 
empowering of the Spirit. I am not talking about 
Spiritual mysticism, I mean Medios de Gracia 
y Dones del Espiritú.** When you feel the fire 
come over you, it’s not to be terrifying; it is to be 
revered and respected.

Are we a generation that does value our 
history? We are Methodist. The world over, our 
Methodist connection welcomes you in the name 
of Christ with those blessed flames. Do we not 
realize our culture of church that often confuses 
the outsider, whether a new member, bilingual, 
different shade of skin tone or new to town. We 
use anachronisms, terminology and confusing lan-

*That we may be brave for God’s path on which we have 
been oriented. 
**Means of Grace and Spiritual Gifts
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It is nice to see their accomplishment. 
Most of these young ladies go on the 
middle school, high school and then 
either college or start families. 

A mother of one of my students 
wrote a note stating that her daugh-
ter has already fulfilled her mother’s 
dream. The mother had never finished 
high school. In her home country, this 
graduating young lady may never have 
even gotten a 3rd grade education, but 
these girls’ families were called out to 
be strangers in a foreign land. What 
would have become of them if not? 
Would they have been desaparacidas 
(missing), sequestradas (kidnapped) or 
worse? Would they have been traf-
ficked or recruiting by gangs for 
survival? 

The life of these young ladies is dif-
ferent. When you engage in relation-
ships with the families, you learn about 
the walks in the desert, the countless 
stories of those whose lives went 
astray, the millions of voices that go 
unheard. That’s what their lives could 
have been, if not for the faith and 
hope of their mothers. Women who 
heard God tell their families, flee from 
Egypt—GO!—Go before your soul dies 
in the place it’s been banished to. Go 
and live, live a life of faith in me in the 
place I have prepared for you. Live and 
have faith in ME.

As I see the successes of my former 
students, I wish I could be there to 
witness all those critical moments and 
congratulate them on fulfilling their 
dreams. Yet, there are sacrifices that 
must be made when God calls you 
out and send you forth. These ladies 
understand what it means when God 
calls you out from your home, your 
comfort zone, your language; God calls 
you into being more than the sum of 
your biology. They understand bet-
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guage, not to mention, the wrong one. 
We know that when we walk in faith 
that we will not grow weary, but will 
have new faith. Why are we constantly 
judging at the door? We all want what 
is best for our Church. Therein lays the 
difficulty: turning over the keys to the 
true sexton, Christ.

If we let the ‘other’ in the door, 
that’s when the real work begins. That 
is when transformation begins. Let 
us engage in the ‘wrong’ conversa-
tions. Let us get uncomfortable in our 
own skins. If not, then we cannot be 
molded by THE WORD and how Gods 
wants to mold us into his perfection. 
Lord knows, all have stones to be cast 
at each of us. Let us get out and ‘go 
there’ evangelistically. There is where 
we are sent to be.

July 17, 2016
"A grain of mustard seed"
Mark 4:30-32;35 RSV

Often when we invest time in the 
work for God, we are blessed 
to see the results of our labors. 

During the months I was a missionary 
intern in Reynosa, Mexico, I worked 
as part of a team as well as some 
individual projects. One young lady 
I met worked on the grounds where 
the UMVIM teams bunked. During my 
time living there, she learned I was a 
schoolteacher and asked for my help 
as a tutor. 

She was in sixth grade at the time 
preparing for the end of course exami-
nation. For many families of similar 
economic status that meant graduating 
primary school and getting to work. 
For a lucky few, parents might pay for 
the exit exams so they could enroll in 
secondary school. This young lady was 
in just such a situation. 

Wanting to attend in order to live 

her dream of becoming a vet-
erinarian, the girl just had one 
thing standing in her way. Her 
father told her that unless she 
improved her grades he would not pay 
for her just to fail the test as it would 
be a waste of limited family resources. 
So after a day of school and working 
on the grounds, she and I would sit 
down and review her coursework. 

After her father saw her take the 
initiative and the responsibility to 
improve her academic performance, 
he made her a deal. If she passed the 
end of course examination, he would 
consider letting her take the secondary 
entrance exams. She bargained with 
her dad that if she worked with him 
all summer to help earn the money, he 
would let her go to secondary school if 
she passed the exams. As things trans-
pired, she graduated primary school 
on June 6. An accomplishment many 
young ladies never accomplish due to 
gender and economic expectations, 
especially since she was the eldest of 
all her siblings. 

The day I left Reynosa in August, 
she got up early to see me off. Dressed 
in a new school uniform, she was 
prepared for her first day of secondary 
school. It was her surprise to me to 
keep it a secret up until then. We both 
went off to school that morning to lay 
the foundations for our future endeav-
ors. For me, her gift was greater.

July 24, 2016
"Therefore go"
Matthew 2:13-15

Have you even been told to flee? 
Have you ever been called out 
of your place of belonging to 

be what God needed of you in that 
moment? 

I see my students’ pictures of them 
graduating grade school, fifth grade. 

(Continued on pg. 43: “LIVING WORD.”)



VIRGINIA ADVOCATE  |   JULY 201640

CLERGY & DIACONAL
DEATHS

On May 1, 
2016, the Rev. 
Dr. Eugene Ray 
Woolridge Jr. 
died. He was the 
husband of Jane 
Smith Woolridge 
and is also sur-

vived by three children, Ray (Deborah), 
Laura Jane (Archer), Jim (Carrie); 11 
grandchildren; and one great-grand-
child.

Gene was born July 25, 1929, in 
Roanoke. His undergraduate education 
was at Ferrum College and Randolph 
Macon College. He graduated from 
Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University and later earned an honor-
ary Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Shenandoah College. 

Gene and Jane married in 1956, 
beginning a 60-year union in marriage 
and ministry. Gene served the confer-
ence as clergy of five churches and 
was the first district superintendent of 
the Harrisonburg District. He served on 
numerous conference boards and com-
mittees and was a multi-time delegate 
to General Conference and Jurisdic-
tional Conference. Upon retirement in 
1997, Gene and Jane moved to Virginia 
Beach. 

Virginia Medaris “Bucky” McMul-
len, 91, of Charlotte, N.C., died May 
23, 2016. 

Bucky attended Centre College in 
Kentucky and graduated with a degree 
in biology. While there, she met the 
love of her life, Robert J. “Bob” Mc-
Mullen Jr. (now deceased). Bob served 
as a pastor, and she lovingly supported 
his ministry in West Virginia, Virginia, 
Georgia and North Carolina. 

Bucky is survived by three children, 
Peggy Packard (John) of Broadway, Va.; 

Robert J. “Mac” McMullen III of Char-
lotte, N.C.; and Stuart McMullen (Che’) 
of Long Beach, Calif.; three grand-
daughters; two step granddaughters; 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 
Peggy Packard is a full-time local pas-
tor in the Harrisonburg District. 

Bucky was a homemaker and did 
a lot of volunteer work. She and Bob 
raised a disabled son and she spent 
many hours working with and advo-
cating for him. She volunteered with 
the National Association for Retarded 
Citizens (NARC) and won “volunteer 
of the year award.” She could often be 
found at Special Olympics events.

Lawrine Frances Burley, 67, of 
Pineville, N.C., died May 21, 2016. 
She was the widow of the Rev. Terry 
Burley. 

Tennie Meads Reid, 95, died May 
16, 2016, in Richmond, Va. She was 
preceded in death by her son, Kenneth 
David Reid, and her husband, the Rev. 
Dermont James Reid.

As a Methodist minister’s wife, she 
made many homes in many places, 
including North Carolina, Virginia and 
Kansas, but she spent much of her 
life in her Burlington home. She was a 
shining example of all that is honorable 
and virtuous. Tennie’s kindness, gentle-
ness and sense of humor will be missed 
by all who have known and loved her.

She is survived by her loving family: 
daughter, Carol R. Ward and husband 
Rudy; granddaughters, Christina Ward 
Sulzer (Tom) and Carrley Ward Norton 
(Ryan); and five great-grandchildren, 
Hudson, Ann Harper, Hatcher Sulzer 
and Brody and Annabelle Norton. 
She is also survived by her brothers, 
Joe Meads (Irene) and Fred Meads 
(Frances); sister, Emma Meads; sister-
in-law, Kathleen; and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Mary Anne Alfriend Noland, 68, 
died May 15, 2016. Wife of the Rev. 
James R. “Jim” Noland, retired, who 
is currently serving Huguenot UMC, 
Richmond District, Mary Anne is also 
survived by her sister, Esther, and 
brothers, Terry (Bonnie) and Mac (Car-
ole). She was a mother to three sons, 
Jake (Stormy), Josh (Amy) and David 
(Katie); and “Grammy” to 10 beloved 
grandchildren. 

Mary Baird, wife of the Rev. Don-
ald A. Baird, 97, retired, died May 7, 
2016. 

Margaret Weigle Quillian died 
May 4, 2016, at Westminster Canter-
bury where she and her late husband 
of 74 years, William F. Quillian Jr., had 
lived since 2003.

She is survived by four children, 
William F. Quillian, III (Tina) of Lynch-
burg, Va.; Anne Acree Quillian of 
Lynchburg, Va.; Katherine Quillian Sol-
berg (Terry) of Cody, Wyo.; and Robert 
M. Quillian (Sue) of Olympia, Wash. 
Also surviving are eight grandchildren, 
five step-grandchildren, numerous 
great-grandchildren, one great-great-
grandchild and many nieces and 
nephews.

The Quillian family came to Lynch-
burg in 1952 when Margaret’s husband 
became president of Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College, a position which he 
held for 26 years until retiring in 1978. 
Throughout this period of time she fre-
quently entertained in her home vari-
ous student, faculty and parent groups 
and numerous visiting dignitaries. She 
was well known for her famous orange 
blossom cupcakes. She was actively 
involved in community affairs, serving 
on the boards of Court Street UMC, 
the Adult Care Center, The Red Cross, 
Lynchburg Women’s Club, Lynchburg 
Guidance Center and the YWCA. She 
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held various offices in several PTAs and 
was the first president of American 
Field Services. Her service to the com-
munity was recognized by her being 
named to the Academy of Women by 
the Lynchburg YWCA. She was also a 
member of the Hillside Garden Club.

Peter R. Falbo, 73, died April 30, 
2016. Born in Phoenix, Ariz., he was 
the son of the late Peter Falbo and 
Virginia “Dede” Falbo. He is survived 
by his wife, Susan; sister, Rae Chorn-
enky; daughter, Catherine Falbo; son, 
Brian Falbo (Jenn); stepson, Brian Morris 
(Maile); stepdaughter, Sarah Morris 
(Chris); six grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Raised in Phoenix, Ariz., Pete gradu-
ated from Arizona State University 
before attending Asbury Theological 
Seminary in Kentucky. A dedicated 
and progressive pastor, Pete served 
The United Methodist Church in vari-
ous churches in Southern California 
for 37 years before retiring in 2007. 
After moving to Glen Allen, Va., Pete 
continued to work part-time with 
churches that needed interim pastoral 
leadership. 

Retired pastor John Sweeney, 70, 
died April 26, 2016, in Virginia Beach. 
John and his wife, Sandi, were mem-
bers of St. Paul’s UMC in the Emmaus 
community when he began as a local 
pastor. He also served the Oak Hall 
charge on the Eastern Shore. 

 
BIRTHS

Thomas Stewart Montgomery 
Box was born April 19, 2016. Thomas 
is the second son of the Rev. Oliver 
and Kate Box. The Rev. Box is pastor 
of Cameron UMC, Alexandria District.  

Let us show you how easy it can be for your church to own
a safe new bus. Tell us the size bus you’re thinking
about. (We offer over a dozen different models
and sizes.)  We can bring the right bus to 
you for key church members to test 
drive. We'll quickly give you a price and
excellent terms. We'll even take your 
old bus or van as a trade.

Central Virginia • Hampton Roads • NOVA

V I R G I N I A ’ S  B U S  C O M P A N Y

3 col (5 1/2) x 6 
Sonny Merryman, Inc. 

Lovern Advertising, Inc.
434-384-8431

(800) 533-1006 

Safe and
Sound!

For safety’s sake, 
your church needs a bus, not a van

      

http://http://www.lewisandhitchcock.com/
www.vaumc.org/Advocate
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FROM THE BISHOP

The issue 
of authority

May the grace and peace from our risen 
Lord be with you.

The 2016 General Conference (GC) 
is adjourned. Delegates from all 
around the world worshiped to-

gether, conversed with each other and 
struggled together. It was not only a 
time of discussions, prayer and discern-
ment, but also a time of celebrating 
and experiencing the global nature of 
The United Methodist Church. Although 
we have different cultures and languag-
es, we confirmed that we also have one 
Lord, one baptism and one mission.  

As I said in my pastoral letter on 
May 26, 2016, the GC asked the bishops 
to lead and work for the unity of the 
Church which is divided over the issue 
of human sexuality. This decision was 
the dominant news covered by the 
media, but there were also other good 
decisions. We will continue to work to 
increase the number of vital congrega-
tions and for our four areas of focus: 

developing leadership, growing new 
places for new people, ministering with 
the poor and improving global health. 
And to reflect the global nature of our 
churches, we will keep on working on 
preparing the Global Book of Discipline. 
The budget for the upcoming quadren-
nium will be slightly increased because 
of the last-minute action to increase 
by $5 million the theological education 
fund for the Central Conferences. 

As I observed the GC, I remembered 
a book I read during my seminary 
years: "The Spirit of Protestantism" by 
Robert McAfee Brown. In this book Dr. 
Brown talks about the characteristics of 
Protestantism. One interesting chapter 
is entitled, “Authority: The Achilles’ Heel 
of Protestantism.” This chapter discuss-
es the authority issue as a weakness or 
vulnerability of Protestantism. Protes-
tant churches replaced the authority 
of the Church with the authority of 
Scripture. But in interpreting the Scrip-
ture, we see many differences. Who has 
the authority to make a decision in this 
situation?

This is where we are now. We have 
given authority to the GC to resolve this 
kind of situation. But some people do 
not agree with the GC’s decision based 
on their conscience and insist that a 
prophetic voice should be honored. 
They also emphasize the importance 
of personal experiences. The other side 
says that the authority of the Bible and 
the decision of the GC should be fully 
respected and our covenant honored.

Today we are struggling over the 
issue of authority, our ‘Achilles’ heel.’ 
If we cannot find a way to resolve this 
situation, we may face a time similar to 
the time of the Judges in the Bible: “In 
those days there was no king in Israel; 
all the people did what was right in 
their own eyes (21:25).”  

Just repeating superficial unity 
will not work anymore. We need to 

be aware of the seriousness of our 
situation. We need an honest and fair 
conversation on this matter.

I think, first of all, that we need to 
be more humble before God and each 
other. We are full of convictions on this 
matter. All of us are seeking the truth 
of God, but no one owns 100 percent 
of God’s truth. Can we open our hearts 
and minds by saying, "I am only a hu-
man being and not perfect?" Humil-
ity begins by emptying ourselves and 
making room in our hearts for discern-
ment. Is it impossible for us to honor 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ in making 
decisions through prayerful discernment 
rather than political maneuvering? Do 
we really believe that the risen Christ 
still leads our church through the Holy 
Spirit? How can we radically open our-
selves to God and humbly discern and 
follow the guidance of the Spirit? Do 
we have spiritual depth and maturity, 
enabling us to embrace this humility? Is 
this an unrealistic hope?

The situation we face today is very 
challenging. In order to move forward 
toward unity in Christ we need deeper 
and harder prayer. Especially, thinking 
of the special commission that will be 
organized soon, we cannot stop praying 
for its work and its future. We pray that 
only God’s will be done in its work.

We are already in the middle of 
June. After this Annual Conference, 
clergy will move to their new appoint-
ments, and the churches will welcome 
their new pastors. I, and the whole 
Cabinet, pray that all these transitions 
will go smoothly and well, and that all 
these appointments will be a bless-
ing to the churches, clergy and their 
families.

With many thanks,

Young Jin Cho
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ONE LAST WORD
ter than most when God calls you to be the new creature 
you’ve been transformed to be. We are called to be of Christ 
and to mold oneself closer to Him. The most amazing part 
is our celestial father has more love and hope in each of us 
than these earthly mothers. You are to embrace whose you 
are, then we have hope; if not it is just another walk across 
another desert.

July 31, 2016
"Death Becomes Life" 
Romans 6:1-4, 12-14, 17-23

(Taken from the International Lesson Series) 

Focus of the Lesson: People often give in to the tempta-
tion to do wrong. How can they overcome this tempta-
tion and avoid it altogether? Paul tells the Romans that 

through Christ they can be freed from sin and become slaves 
of righteousness, thus receiving sanctification and eternal 
life. 

1. What issues does Paul raise in Romans 6:1-2?

2. In a way, Paul’s comments that believers have been set 
free from sin and have become “slaves of righteousness” 
seem paradoxical. How does this change in “ownership” 
affect the lives of believers?

3. What determines who or what is lord of one’s life?

4. What good news do you hear in this passage?

5. What does the symbolism of baptism teach us about 
our relationship with Jesus? 

Renewing Baptismal Commitment:

1. Set out a table of supplies including a basin, paper or 
hand towels, water and a pitcher.

2. Begin by pouring the water into the basin so your class 
can see and hear the water. 

3. If you use your denomination’s baptismal renewal 
service liturgy, distribute hymnals. Invite your pastor or 
associate pastor to lead this service. 

4. Have participants form a line and come to the table 
to dip their hands in the water as others say, “Remember 
your baptism and be thankful.” 

5. Have your class sit in quiet prayer remembering what 
they have been given through their baptism and thank 
God. 

6. Conclude by reading in unison Romans 6:4.

(“LIVING WORD,” continued from page 39.)

Your conference communicators at General Conference! — with Nicholas  
Ruxton, Madeline Pillow and Linda Rhodes .

Marshall Bailey and Martha Stokes break doughnuts before plenary session. 

Sometimes you meet your doppelgänger at General Conference.
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