Sources for Financial Assistance for Seminary

Virginia Conference, The United Methodist Church

1. Ministerial Education Funds from the Board of Ordained Ministry, 
Center for Clergy Excellence, P. O. Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 23058. 800-768-6040, ext. 126, or 804-521-1126.

· Must be a certified candidate for ministry in the VA Conference.

· Pell Grants (for those enrolled in an M.Div. program for pastoral ministry at a United Methodist Seminary) and Service Loans (for all seeking a first professional ministry degree)

· The Board of Ordained Ministry administers a number of scholarships for ministerial students on behalf of the VA Conference United Methodist Foundation.
· Application deadlines are July 1 and Oct. 1 annually

· Download an application from www.vaumc.org/SeminaryStudents. 

2. United Methodist Scholarship and Loan Programs, P. O. Box 340007, Nashville TN 37203(615-340-7344) or the web site at www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships.

· Offers a variety of loans and scholarship programs for undergraduate and seminary students. 
· Francis Asbury Loan Fund: Applicants must be members of the Virginia Annual Conference and meet the requirements of the General Loan Fund. The General Loan Fund requires the student submit a credit worthy cosigner, be a member of the UMC for at least one year, with a GPA of C or better. 

· A booklet is available – “The United Methodist Loans and Scholarships Program”.  

· New “Special Seminarian Scholarship” for those under age 30 at time of application who are seeking ordination, attending a United Methodist Seminary for an M.Div. degree. 

· Georgia Harkness Scholarship Program that is available for women over 35 who have received a bachelor of arts or equivalent degree, are enrolled full time in a University Senate accredited school of theology in the master of divinity program, and who are currently certified as candidates for ordained ministry as an elder in The United Methodist Church. This program offers 10 scholarships at $5,000 each to be awarded each year by the first of June.  The deadline for the applications is March 1st.  Applications and more information about the program can be found at GBHEM's Clergywomen's website at www.gbhem.org/clergywomen  or the application can be downloaded and printed at http://www.gbhem.org/ResourceLibrary/HARKNESSAppform.pdf.

· Mentoring and Scholarship Program for African-American, Asian, Hispanic, Native American/Alaskan Indian, or Pacific Islander students who attend a United Methodist related seminary and plan to be ordained a deacon or elder. Contact Saul Espino (sespino@gbhem.org) or Nancy Lown (nlown@gbhem.org) or call 615-340-7366. Offers $5,000 per academic year.

3. The Fund for Theological Education, Inc., 825 Houston Mill Road, Suite 250, Atlanta, GA 30329-4211 (404-727-1450). www.thefund.org.  Gifted students across the U.S. and Canada who aspire to be pastoral leaders and professors can get help for their journeys through Fund for Theological Education (FTE) fellowships for the 2010-2011 academic year.  The FTE Fellowships will provide $1.5 million in monetary awards and leadership development opportunities for excellent students from diverse backgrounds. The nationally competitive fellowships support talented students who are preparing for pastoral ministry and doctoral students from underrepresented racial/ethnic groups who plan to teach religion, theology or biblical studies.  There are multiple programs and fellowships listed. Eligibility requirements and deadlines vary. 
4. The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation, Nashville, TN (800-811-8110), www.umhef.org, or email umhef@gbhem.org.

· Double Your Dollars for Scholars – a matching fund with local churches who contribute $1,000

· Triple Your Dollars for Scholars – a matching fund with local churches with total of $3,000 available.
5. Lane Memorial United Methodist Church, 1201 Bedford Avenue, Altavista, VA 24517 (434-369-5844)

· E.H. and Myrtle B. Lane Scholarship Fund

6. Cherrydale United Methodist Church, Ministerial Scholarship, 3701 Lorcom Lane, Arlington, VA  22207. (703-527-2621)
· Scholarships for candidates entering seminary to serve as pastors of churches.

7. Mount Olivet Foundation, 1500 North Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22207 (703-527-3934) – related to Mount Olivet United Methodist Church

· Undergraduate and graduate students, already enrolled

· Grants up to $500; loans up to $1000

· Applications received quarterly: mid-Jan., mid-April, mid-July, mid-Oct.

8. Clarendon UMC, 635 S 25th St., Arlington, VA  22202. (703-527-8574).

9. Zion United Methodist Church, Seminary Scholarship Committee, 1674 Zion Road, Troy, VA 22974. (434-589-1665) or zionumc@ceva.net. 
· For full time seminary students who are seeking ordination as elder. Annual grant is $500.

10. Arlington Forest UMC, 4701 Arlington Blvd., Arlington, VA 22203, is offering Hollis Williams Scholarships for seminary students preparing for ministry in the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church. Priority goes to students from NOVA, but all students will be considered who plan to serve in Virginia. The church is also offering a Mother's Scholarship for a student who is not an American citizen and who is studying for pastoral ministry.  Inquires may be made to the church at arlingtonforestumc@yahoo.com.  Applications will be accepted through November 30.
11. The Supreme Council, 1733 Sixteenth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009 (202-232-3579)
· Scholarships of $1500 per year.

· Deadline is April 1.

12. International Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons, Student Ministry Scholarship Department, 3520 Wilmot Avenue, Columbia, S.C. 29205

· For full time M.Div. students planning to become ministers of an organized congregation.

· Application requests are accepted Jan. 1 to Mar. 31 ONLY. Application deadline is April 30.

· Up to $1000.

13. Great Bridge United Methodist Church, Chesapeake, VA (757-482-1049)
· Seminary Scholarships available for church members.

16. Hall Educational Trust, for students from the City of Martinsville or Counties of Henry, Patrick, Franklin, and Pittsylvania Counties. Contact the VA Conference Foundation, P. O. Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 23058. 800-768-6040, ext. 122.

17. For deacon candidates attending part time to complete the basic graduate theological studies, contact the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, P. O. Box 340007, Nashville, TN 37203. (615-340-7375). Web site: www.gbhem.org under Ministry/Deacons or click on Resource Library and scroll down to HE 4359 and HE 4360.
18. Servant Sister Scholarship. All women committed to ministries of Word, Worship and Witness who are candidates for ministry in the Virginia Conference, and who indicate potential for developing creative ministries for a more just world are eligible to receive this grant. Applications are submitted electronically and due July 1. For more information or an application contact Dr. Jan Rivero, janrivero@vaumc.org.
19. For Clinical Pastoral Education Scholarships, scholarships for future military chaplains, and ethnic scholarships for Clinical Pastoral Education, contact www.gbhem.org.

20. Always check first with the financial aid office at the seminary.  Most seminaries have information available. Examples:

a. Candler – Candler has a new “Leadership Candler” scholarship initiative through the Woodruff Fellowships and Pitts Scholarships. Application deadline is Feb. 1. Offers full tuition, fees and up to $10,000 per year stipend. 

b. Duke – “Church Sources” for financial aid

c. Wesley – “Scholarship Opportunities”

d. Eastern Mennonite has a Church Matching Grant Program in which students may receive a grant that matches the first $1,000 donated dollar-for-dollar. Contact the Office of Church Relations at EMS. Deadline is March 1.

e. For graduate studies at Methodist Theological School in Ohio: The Harding Scholarship, offering full tuition plus a $10,000 annual stipend to a student entering in the fall of 2010. The Harding Scholarship is one of more than 40 full-tuition scholarships offered by MTSO. Detailed information and scholarship applications are available at www.mtso.edu/harding, 800‑333‑6876 and admit@mtso.edu. The application deadline is Feb. 1, 2010.
f. The Theological School at Drew University is proud to offer 100% scholarships to admitted United Methodist applicants to the Master of Divinity program with an undergraduate GPA of 3.5 or above. This scholarship is offered every year to qualified applicants who apply by our rolling admission deadline of July 1. Drew also offers several scholarships of a 100% tuition plus a $2,000 stipend to admitted Master of Divinity applicants who expand the racial, theological, and regional diversity of our community. A select number of M.Div. applicants are awarded a Tipple Scholarship of 100% tuition plus a $10,000 stipend. For more information about Drew, their 100% tuition scholarships, and their commitment to social justice, please visit www.drew.edu/theological/ or contact their admissions office at 973.408.3111 or theoadm@drew.edu.

g. The Turner Leadership Scholar program at Vanderbilt Divinity School offers a unique opportunity to United Methodist students who are planning to be ordained and serve in the church to not only receive a full-tuition scholarship but engage in a three-year internship in a local United Methodist congregation with intentional mentoring around issues of church leadership.  The deadline for our applications is January 15. Their website give more details about the program and the application process: www.vanderbilt.edu/tccl.
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