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Rev. Dr. David McAllister-Wilson, President 

  
As I complete my tenure as president of Wesley Theological Seminary, I am confident in handing the 
leadership to Dr. Carla Works, the 11th President of our school. Dr. Works, Dean and Woodrow and 
Mildred Miller Professor of Biblical Theology at Wesley DC, is a distinguished New Testament scholar, 
educator, and church-centered theologian. 
 
Wesley Theological Seminary (Wesley DC) remains steadfast in its mission to equip persons for Christian 
ministry and leadership in the church and the world, to advance theological scholarship, and to model a 
prophetic voice in the public square. In a season marked by institutional change, civic uncertainty, and 
renewed hope for the United Methodist Church, Wesley DC actively forms leaders who are spiritually 
grounded, intellectually rigorous, and engaged with the world God loves through the following programs. 
 
Master of Divinity, Master of Arts, Master of Theological Studies Degrees: Wesley DC offers Master 
of Divinity, Master of Arts, and Master of Theological Studies degrees through residential, hybrid, and fully 
online formats. Our programs serve a diverse student body representing a wide range of denominations, 
cultural contexts, and vocational callings. Across all modalities, Wesley DC emphasizes ministerial 
formation that integrates theological depth, spiritual practice, and contextual engagement. 
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/study/ 
 
Doctor of Ministry Degree: Wesley DC remains one of the largest Doctor of Ministry programs in the 
United States and serves experienced ministerial leaders from across the world. In May 2025, ten 
chaplains from southern Africa graduated through a landmark partnership with Africa University, reflecting 
Wesley DC’s growing global reach Our DMin tracks for military chaplains continue to grow, including 
through a renewed partnership with the U.S. Army Institute for Religious Leadership. New tracks in 
Church Leadership Excellence, Soul Care, Global Church Leadership, and others begin in 2027; learn 
more about how you can grow in wisdom and leadership at:  
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/doctorofministry/program/. 
 
Course of Study: As the regional Course of Study school for the Northeast Jurisdiction, Wesley DC 
delivers the full Course of Study curriculum online. Scholar-practitioners teach these courses, equipping 
Local Pastors across the denomination with flexible, high-quality preparation for ministry. 
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/degree-programs/course-of-study/ 
 
Ministry Certificates and Lifelong Learning: Wesley Pathways for Ministry offers online courses and 
certificates to help you discover your passion for ministry and strengthen your leadership skills, whether 
you are a layperson or a pastor. Courses and certificates help people gain ministry and leadership skills 
for church, community, and specialized ministry settings. Many courses/certificates are stackable for 
master’s or doctoral credit and/or can be taken for CEUs. https://www.wesleypathways.com/  
 
Office of Admissions: Are you ready to explore your next faithful step? The Admissions Office regularly 
holds in-person and online open houses for potential master’s and DMin students, and admissions 
officers are available to answer your questions and help you discern. 
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/admissions/explorewesley/ 
  
The Hub for (Re)imagining Ministry: Is your church ready to engage new generations or journey toward 
thriving in new ways? The Hub is currently accepting applications for its Engaging Young Adults 
nationwide, virtual cohort for congregations beginning August 2026, and will be recruiting new cohorts of 
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congregations for Bringing Church Home (helping churches better accompany and support 
parents/caregivers in sharing their faith) and Children of Faith (helping churches center children in 
worship and formation) in fall 2026. The Hub is also entering into partnerships with UMC districts and 
annual conferences, equipping leaders to experiment, learn, and adapt faithfully in their local contexts. 
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/wesley-innovation-hub/ 
  
The Lewis Center for Church Leadership: The Lewis Center welcomed Rev. Dr. Jonathan Page as its 
new Director in 2025. Dr. Page brings deep experience in leadership development across ecclesial and 
secular contexts and is guiding the Center into its next chapter of service to the Church. Through its 
widely read Leading Ideas newsletter and the Leading Ideas Talks podcast, the Lewis Center reaches 
thousands of leaders across the denomination. https://www.churchleadership.com/ 
 
The Henry Luce III Center for the Arts and Religion: The Luce Center welcomed Rev. Timothy Chon, 
MDiv, MFA as its new Director in 2025. Since Spring 2025, the Luce Center, which serves as a vital 
intersection of theology, creativity, and public imagination, has presented four exhibitions in the Dadian 
Gallery. In 2025, the Luce Center completed a major studio renovation that expanded capacity to support 
multiple artists-in-residence simultaneously. The Center welcomed professional Artist-in-Residence 
Khaleelah Harris alongside new Student Artists-in-Residence, strengthening its commitment to nurturing 
artists at every stage of practice. https://www.luceartsandreligion.org/ 
  
Center for Public Theology (CPT): CPT builds on its nearly fifty-year legacy by equipping faith leaders 
for thoughtful, courageous public witness. In collaboration with the Florida Annual Conference and with 
support from Trinity Wall Street, CPT leads a Public Theology Fellowship addressing immigration and 
public witness in politically diverse congregations. CPT continues to offer its flagship course, Faith and 
Politics in the Public Square, which remains open to seminarians nationwide. The course brings 
participants to Washington, DC for sustained engagement with policymakers, journalists, scholars, and 
activists. This year’s cohort engaged leaders including Senator Chris Coons, NPR’s Michel Martin, Judge 
Thomas Griffith, and Tope Folarin of the Institute for Policy Studies—preparing leaders to serve faithfully 
amid rapidly shifting public realities. https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/ice/programs/public-theology/ 
 
Community Engagement Institute): CEI forms leaders for justice-centered, community-rooted ministry. 
In March 2025, CEI hosted Fostering Urban Vitality and a Heart for the City, a two-day urban ministry 
conference in Baltimore, with support from City Seminary of New York and the Lilly Endowment. CEI 
offers traditional courses and immersive travel seminars open to all Master’s-level students. With grants 
from the General Board of Global Ministries, CEI continues to offer the Heal the Sick Health Minister’s 
Certificate. Since its inception, the program has trained more than 500 health ministers across 38 states 
and seven countries. In Spring 2026, CEI will offer Trauma-Informed Congregations, equipping leaders to 
address trauma with theological, cultural, and communal wisdom. 
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/ice/about-us/overview-2/ 
 
Wesley Theological Seminary remains deeply committed to the United Methodist Church and to the 
formation of leaders who serve with humility, imagination, and courage. As the Church continues to 
discern its future, Wesley stands ready—faithful to its mission, responsive to the moment, and hopeful in 
God’s ongoing work. For the Church. For the world. For such a time as this. 
  
Call us: (202) 885-8659 Email us: admissions@wesleyseminary.edu 
Follow us: Facebook/IG: @WesleySeminary and YouTube/LinkedIn: @WesleyTheologicalSeminary 
Submitted by Lyvonne Briggs, Director of Strategic Communications and Marketing 
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