
 
 
Sharma D. Lewis 

RESIDENT BISHOP

 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 

POST OFFICE BOX 5606 
10330 STAPLES MILL ROAD 

GLEN ALLEN, VIRGINIA 23058-5606

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TELEPHONE: 804/521-1102 
FAX: 804/521-1178 

E-MAIL: terribiggins@vaumc.org 
 
 
 

August 18, 2021 

   

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

Over the weekend, our hearts were troubled by the two humanitarian crises around the world. As a 
church, we will continue to join in prayer as we "Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn" (Romans 12:15). We ask churches to remember the call to join in prayer for those who are 
suffering, by remembering both the people in Afghanistan and Haiti.  

 As we wait to see how the church can share hope with the world overwhelmed by such crises, we 
would like to offer ways to respond to the relief work in Haiti. The devastation caused by the 7.2 
magnitude earthquake is compounded with extreme poverty and social and political unrest to a nation 
barely recovering from the previous earthquake in 2010.   

 The Eglise Methodiste d'Haiti (EMH), led by Bishop Jean-Lesley Dorcely, sent out a request to aid the 
people impacted by this earthquake with food, water filters, humanitarian kits, and tarps. In response to 
this request, we ask churches in the Virginia Annual Conference to respond in the following ways.  

1.      UMCOR Disaster Relief Fund (#982450) - 100 percent of what is sent to the UMCOR 
Disaster Relief Fund will aid the recovery effort in Haiti. Please send the fund directly to 
UMCOR or use the online giving option below. 

  
2.      VAUMC Disaster Relief to Eglise Methodiste d'Haiti - This fund will help the churches of 
EMH directly impacted by the earthquake to help their recovery. This fund will also be used 
to provide food, water filters, kits, and traps directly to people in the circuits (districts) 
impacted.  

  
3.      Join Prayer Vigil on Aug 26, 2021 at 7 pm - We will host a prayer vigil remembering the 
victims of this earthquake and lifting up the work of relief through a virtual prayer vigil. The 
prayer vigil will be premiered on Youtube and VAUMC’s Facebook page.  
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We are grateful for the work of all our churches, as we unite in prayer and mission to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ to this world!  

 Peace and Blessings, 

  

Sharma D. Lewis  
  
  
Resources  
 

Donate through the Virginia Conference donation portal - Click here 

 
A Prayer for Haiti, Discipleship Ministries, January 15, 2010 - Click here 
 

 
Prayer Meditation for the People in Haiti, January 21, 2010 - Click here 
 

 
Online giving to UMCOR Disaster Relief Fund - Click here 

 
 

http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdTbN4y1DC0THYRVvX-2FDMr0fgE-2FSnnFdankaSBWRZJ7FwzZoEertzYQalVDnK344T3TErzYHUFDUdzuFIvbImp-2BI-3DZURQ_JeI4AEfHvTRKv3jdzpZdXEZqCLsBmtVmplmu5Hf9M8cSLSrJHNU-2BUucW-2B-2FXIdTcV3i4pIRnon3iLDE-2F4SztqTHyBQnyyMGBdwfTk-2FnqLGL20NJgtsKf5mo1aNpogT8DBIMKtUteJqlnja8138QJQ3iyqQt8m4O4SvynsaURqrb6SUjL87mOJtBAuAIRx6H9a9sslG24mpMVYwQjbBE5t7g-3D-3D
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/haiti-haiti-a-prayer-for-haiti
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/haiti-haiti-a-prayer-for-haiti
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-641-umcor-international-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx

