Conference Relationship Request Related to a Medical Disability
Board of Ordained Ministry

Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church

Clergy Name: _________________________________________________________________

District: _____________________________   Church or Charge: ________________________
Current Conference Membership: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Full Connection Deacon (FD)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Provisional Deacon (PD)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Full Connection Elder (FE)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Provisional Elder (PE)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Associate Member (AM)



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Full-time Licensed Local Pastor (FL) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Part-time Licensed Local Pastor (PL)


If you serve as OE, OD, OF or MOD, please contact the Center for Clergy Excellence directly.

The clergy named above requests the following Conference Relationship: 
Consideration for these changes in Conference Relationship is separate from any request for CPP Benefits.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Medical Leave (¶357) This request goes to the Board of Ordained Ministry and then to the Clergy Session of Annual Conference.  The Bishop may also grant Medical Leave between Conference sessions in consultation with the BOM Executive Committee and the executive committee of the Board of Pensions.
The named clergy or their representative has the right to meet and may be asked to meet with the Joint Committee on Clergy Medical Leave (JCCML) for consideration of this request.  A clergy on Medical Leave retains their Conference membership and their voting rights at Annual Conference as they existed before Medical Leave began.   

When the named clergy has recovered sufficiently to resume ministerial duties, with or without reasonable accommodation, in consultation with the Cabinet and with the approval of the BOM Executive Committee and recommendation of the JCCML, they may receive an appointment at or in between sessions of Annual Conference, thereby terminating Medical Leave.  Retirement also terminates Medical Leave.  
Clergy who are on Medical Leave in Virginia maintain a connection to the Conference through the JCCML, representatives of which will be in contact with the clergy on leave periodically each year. 
This request is being made by/on the behalf of the  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cabinet or   FORMCHECKBOX 
 the clergy named above.  
Less Common Options for Conference Relationship Requests: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Withdrawal (¶361)   A clergy who wishes to withdraw from the ministerial office should write a letter to that effect and surrender their credentials to the Bishop or District Superintendent.  
For Full Connection Deacons, Full Connection Elders, Associate Members, and Licensed Local Pastors (Full or Part time): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Retirement (¶358) This request goes to the Bishop and Board of Ordained Ministry and then to the Clergy Session of Annual Conference.  

Please see www.vaumc.org/ClergyRetirement for additional information about requests and eligibility for this Conference relationship.  Retired local pastors may be recognized as such, but they are lay persons unless they are appointed in retirement.  
For Full Connection Deacons, Full Connection Elders, and Associate Members: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Honorable Location (¶359) This request goes to the Board of Ordained Ministry and then to the Clergy Session of Annual Conference.  
The named clergy will need to meet with the Conference Relations Committee, and the relationship will be granted to those who intend to discontinue service in itinerant ministry and fully leave their Conference membership.  A clergy on Honorable Location retains their clergy status and may exercise ministerial functions within their charge conference with the permission of the pastor in charge.  If the named clergy recovers sufficiently to return to active ministerial service and desires to receive an appointment, they may be appointed ad interim as a local pastor (¶359.2), and/or they may seek readmission (¶366) to their prior Conference membership. 
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