


» Long claims that,

pastorally sensitive, cannot alone
funeral is something the people of God must do toge
The faithful funeral, Long argues, includes four key elements.
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Long calls these a holy person (the deceased),
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a holy or sacred place,

A\ 4

holy people (the believers),
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and a holy script (the gospel narrative).

“The thing that finally was the figure/ground shift for me was doing
the research on the history of the first five centuries of the Christian
practice about funeral. | realized that | kept looking for what they
did at the funeral. What did they do at the funerale There was all
this about how they would wash and anoint the body and sing
and dress it in baptismal garments. They would carry it in broad
daylight singing psalms to the cemetery and have Eucharist at the
cemetery. Yeah that's interesting, but what did they do at the
funerale And it suddenly dawned on me that that was the funeral.
The drama of carrying the body to the place of farewell, with
tear-soaked psalms of grafitude and thanksgiving, to give it back
to God and to gather at the table with the saints—that was the
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